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In my distress  

I called to the 

LORD, and he  

answered me. 

 

  Jonah 2:2 

 

ñ   

Sometimes we find ourselves in deep 
water.  Things in life seem to be going 
wrong everywhere.   

Your health fails. Your family is fighting 
over trivial things. Your childrenôs mar-
riage looks shaky. Members at your 
congregation suddenly leave. Other 
church members are squabbling. You 
wonder what is going on, where is God? 

Jonah the prodigal missionary is in such 
a place. He is sailing in the wrong direc-
tion. There is a storm tossing the boat 
up and down. Next, heôs thrown over-
board. Now, he finds himself in the belly 
of a big fish.  Whether literally or figura-
tively it makes no difference, Jonah is in 
trouble, really big trouble. However, it is 
not till he is in this predicament that he 
begins to call out and pray to God. 

Isnôt that how it is for us too? Life is go-
ing along swimmingly, not a care in the 
world, but then crash. Itôs then, when we 
are in trouble, that we find the energy 
and the urgency to pray. Not when we 
were running from God, not when we 
should have been asking Godôs will, but 
when we are in trouble. Suddenly the 
agnostic becomes a believer. 

There at the bottom we get on our 
knees and call out to God.  It would 
have been simpler had we done so 
when things were going normally.  Easi-
er when we had air in our lungs.  But 
no, the name of God has only come to 
our lips when our stubborn hearts are 
brought low. 

Now we call ñO Lord my Godò.  Itôs now 
that we remember the creator.  Itôs now 
here where we are barred from the light 
that we confess our faith in the Lord.  
Itôs when we are running from grace that 
we discover grace was near us all 
along.  Itôs in the excruciating pain of 

ò   

 

Jonah in  

the Depths 

Jonah 2 

Continued next page 

  When my life  

was ebbing away,  

I remembered you, 

LORD, and my prayer 

rose to you 

Jonah 2:7 

LCA NSW and ACT District is  
            by: 

¶ Supporting congregations and ministries in mission and ministry 

¶ Supporting congregations in transition 

¶ Developing and supporting alternative models for ministry 

¶ Planting and renewing congregations 

¶ Developing and supporting networking and connections  
between congregations and ministries 

¶ Developing and supporting leadership ñ through the Bishop 
leading leadership teams 
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DISTRICT NEWS 
For your prayer 
and care 

 

Calls 

¶ Pastor Joseph Graham 
(Gilgandra-Dubbo) accepted 
the call to Biloela Qld. His final 
service was on 14 August. 

¶ Pastor Darren Kupke (Temora) 
has declined the call to  
Bendigo Vic. 

¶ Pastor Rodney Witmitz  
(Hallett Cove SA) has declined 
the call to  St Lukeôs Albury. 

¶ Pastor Michael Rudolph  
(Duncraig WA) has been called 
to St Lukeôs Albury. 

¶ Pastor Darryl Shoesmith 
(Christchurch NZ) has been 
called to Henty Parish. 

 

Installation 

¶ Dr Mark Worthing  was  
installed as pastor at St Peters 
Port Macquarie and as Aca-
demic Dean of Frontier School 
of Mission on 17 July 2022. 

 

Strategic Plan Facilitator  

¶ Pastor Ian Rentsch has taken 
up his new role as part time 
Strategic Plan facilitator, work-
ing in several congregations. 

 

Anniversaries 

¶ Living Waters Liverpool cele-
brated  the 60th Anniversary of 
their congregation and 30th 
Anniversary of their church 
building on 3 July 2022. 

¶ Good Shepherd Campbelltown 
celebrated  their 40th Anniver-
sary on 31 July 2022. 

¶ Holy Cross Burrumbuttock will 
celebrate their 150th Anniver-
sary on 9 October 2022. 

 

Resignation 

¶ Pastor  Erik Braunack-Mayer 
has resigned from the Roll of 
LCA Pastors on 7 July 2022. 

 

Death 

¶ Pastor Noel Schmocker died 
on 30 May 2022. Pastor Noel 
served Forbes in1989-1994. 

ñ   
these circumstances that we per-
ceive Godôs mercies most clearly. 

If you have not noticed before, in the 
story of Jonah, it was God who ap-
pointed the great fish, it was the ca-
tastrophe sent by God that preserves 
Jonah and lets him see the situation 
for what it is.  Stripped of his own self
-sufficiency, he perceives things as 
they really are. 

It is my rebellion which has brought 
on this trouble.  It is not Godôs anger, 
but his grace which has allowed this 
monster to take over me, so that I 
might self-reflect and gain a new rev-
elation of the truth. 

Think of Joseph.  Sold into slavery at 
the hands of his brothers.  Falsely 
accused by his new master.  Now in 
the dungeon.  There he learns to 
know God.  The usual place to learn 
the grace of God is at the bottom. 
Jesus himself said, you must lose 
your life in order to find it (Matt 
10:39). 

However, it is not just being at the 
bottom that brings about this discov-
ery, but when we find ourselves turn-
ing to God in prayer. Itôs when you 
look into the heart of God here at the 
bottom, that you find Godôs mercy, 
Godôs grace (Jonah 2:9). 

When you discover that grace, then 
you are on the way to being released 

back into life and your purpose in life. 

Then you can make the conclusion 
which every saint has discovered be-
fore you. I experience Godôs grace 
most clearly - not at the high points of 
life - but in the valleys and the 
depths. 

So where are you at the moment? 
Surfing away on the wave of unbelief, 
or in the depths of the ocean learning 
how to pray and discovering the 
breadth of Godôs grace? The depths 
are a scary place to be, but in the 
end it is a most blessed place, be-
cause there in the depths we discov-
er that the God of grace and mercy is 
there with us. 

Pastor Robert Bartholomaeus 
Bishop, LCA NSW and ACT District 

From previous page 
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I experience  
Godôs grace most 
clearly - not at the 
high points of life -  
but in the valleys 
and the depths. 

Installation of Rev Dr Mark Worthing  

at Port Macquarie 

Rev Dr Mark Worthing was installed 
as Pastor of St Peterôs Lutheran 
Church, Port Macquarie, on 17 July 
2022 in a service officiated by District 
Bishop Robert Bartholomaeus.  

Dr Worthing comes to us from South 
Australia where he served as Pastor 
of Immanuel Luther-
an Church, North 
Adelaide, and brings 
with him an exten-
sive background in 
academia and as an 
author. He is joined 
by his wife, Kathy.  

Dr Worthing was 
also installed as the 
Academic Dean of 

Frontier School of Mission. The St 
Peterôs congregation are looking for-
ward to the new directions and out-
reach opportunities that the arrival of 
Dr Worthing and Frontier will bring.  

Pr David Thompson 

From left: Sherry and Pr David Thompson, Kathy and Dr Mark 

Worthing, Jenny and Bishop Robert Bartholomaeus 
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With the arrival of Dr Mark Worthing at Port Macquarie, 

NSW and ACT District is pleased to announce Frontier 

School of Mission is set for a re -start.  

Accredited subjects, offered in conjunction with  

Melbourne School of Theology, will be available online 

and as intensives from Semester 1, 2023.  

Founded in Albury in 2016 by Dr David Grulke,  

Frontier School of Mission (FSM) aims to serve the church 

by equipping church planters, church workers, lay 

preachers and others with basic theological, biblical and 

ministry training that is mission -focused.  

FSMõs current programmes are one year - but can also 

be completed over two or more years - and are open 

both to those with and without previous tertiary qualifica-

tions. Australian Government study assistance FEE -HELP 

loans are  available for most students.  

Subjects scheduled for next year include:  

¶ Theology of Mission  

¶ Foundations of Christian Belief  

¶ Jesus and the Gospels  

¶ Church and Mission in the Australian context.  

FSM will also be working in 

partnership with Australian 

Christian Resources to pro-

vided print based resources 

for the wider church  

community, with three books 

planned for release by the 

end of the year. These in-

clude:  

¶ a guide for congrega-

tions dealing with the 

new realities of church 

life as we come out of 

Cov id,  by Pastor  

Nathan Hedt, pastor of 

New and Renewing Churches for the LCA,  

¶ a mission-focused series of reflections by founda-

tional FSM sessional lecturer, Pastor Steen Olsen, 

and  

¶ an introduction to Lutherõs Small Catechism suita-

ble for adult study groups or classes for new mem-

bers, by Dr Mark Worthing.  

All enquiries to LCA NSW and ACT District Office phone 

02 8660 1200, email office.nsw@lca.org.au  

Rev Dr Mark Worthing  

Dr Mark Worthing in the 
FSM library  

frontier.lca.org.au 

Living Waters Lutheran Church Liverpool celebrated 
the 60th Anniversary of their congregation as well as 
the 30th Anniversary of their building on 3 July 2022.  

Pastor Hans Peethala led the service and invited differ-
ent members to participate in the candle lighting liturgy, 
giving thanks and praise to God for many years of faith-
fulness.  

Bishop Robert Bartholomaeus, along with his wife Jen-
ny graced the occasion. Bishop Robert exhorted the 
congregation with an uplifting message of Godôs faith-
fulness. He shared the gospel of Godôs love that en-

dures forever reminding 
the congregation that 
each one of us is a part 
of Godôs blessed king-
dom.   

The journey of the 60 
years of the church  
ministry was shared in three parts: 

Looking Back - to 1962, the humble beginnings, 
shared by Annette 

Looking Around - at Godôs providence and grace, 
shared by Pastor Tim Zanker  

Looking Ahead - at the new life of hope from July 
2019 shared by the chairperson Ann Butler  

The choir from the Victory Outreach Church which is a 
part of Living Waters Lutheran Church outreach minis-
try uplifted the congregation by singing beautiful songs 
of worship. The German congregation that worships at 
the Living Waters Church rejoiced in the celebration by 
participating in the service and sharing the meal. 

The service ended joyfully with a delicious potluck 
lunch and cake cutting by Bishop Robert and Jenny. 

Cynderella  Peethala 

 Double Celebrations at Living Waters Liverpool 

Pr Tim and Denise Zanker, Pr Hans and Cynderella Peethala 

and family, Bishop Robert and Jenny Bartholomaeus 
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  District Church Council news 
Supporting Congregations and Ministries  

in Mission and ministry: 
Child Safety Standards Implementation 
Carolyn Kiss and Mary-Ann Carver spoke to the DCC 

about the implementation of the Child Safety Standards 

across the District. Congregations are working to have 

the Self-assessment completed by the end of July so that 

they can complete the assessment for this year by Octo-

ber.  Carolyn and the new LCA Child Safety Standard 

Implementation Officer will be a resource for congrega-

tions if they need assistance. 

Wagga Wagga Lutheran Church Constitution 

The Bethlehem Wagga Wagga Lutheran Church updated 

Constitution was approved for use by the DCC. 

Planting and Renewing Congregations: 

New and Renewing Churches 

Pastor Nathan Hedt shared on his work amongst our var-

ious church planters. He noted the need to have good 

teams around all of our church planting/renewing lead-

ers. Pastor Nathan shared with the DCC some alterna-

tive funding options for church planting. 

District Leadership through the Bishop leading  

leadership teams: 

Frontier School of Mission  

Frontier School of Mission is continuing to grow momen-

tum as Dr Mark Worthing takes on the role of part time 

Dean. Courses and programs of study are being ar-

ranged, and the DCC is working towards putting together 

an advisory team to support the Dean of the School. The 

current Frontier team has visited 

and met with Melbourne School of 

Theology and everything is com-

ing together for classes to begin in 

Semester 1, 2023 . 

Strategic Directions Facilitator  

We are happy to announce that Ian Rentsch has begun 

work as the Strategic Direction Facilitators. Ian is working 

part time in this role, helping congregations who are fac-

ing changes, to think through and work on their future.    

Governance of Specific Ministries: 

Warrambui Retreat and Conference Centre 

The Warrambui Board noted that while bookings are 

starting to increase, staffing levels are affecting War-

rambuiôs ability to host groups. This seems to be a com-

mon problem, there is a shortage of available staff in 

hospitality fields. This then flows through to Warrambuiôs 

ability to operate at full capacity, and thus generate posi-

tive revenue. On the invitation of the Warrambui Board, 

Pastor Dennis Obst has been working with the staff team 

on building and nurturing a healthy working team culture. 

The Board also noted that decisions will need to be 

made by about October on the future use of the quarry 

land. 

LLL Board Nominations 

The LLL Chair Graeme Huf has advised that the DCC 

nominations of Deepa Justus (Sydney) and David Ka-

lisch (Belconnen) were appointed to the LLL Board at 

continued next page 

Recently I attended the AGM of the NSW World Day of 

Prayer committee here in Sydney. The committee is an 

ecumenical group with current members from the Angli-

can, Catholic, Presbyterian, Uniting, Baptist, Salvation 

Army and Seventh Day Adventist churches. I was invited 

by the committee to join as a representative from the Lu-

theran Church. It was a joy to see these women working 

together under a joint statement of faith to ó...confess the 

Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the 

Scriptures.ô 

Planning for World Day of Prayer 2023 is well underway 

internationally. Next year this special celebration will take 

place on March 3rd; we will focus on Taiwan and its story 

of Christian faith. World Day of Prayer highlights stories 

and lived experiences of people who live in each country 

chosen, so that Christians around the world may find com-

mon strengths and avenues for prayer.  

In addition, each year the Bible Society 

collects donations from WDP celebra-

tions to support a project in that coun-

try. Next year they are seeking to sup-

port migrant women who travel to Tai-

wan to build marriages and families with Taiwanese men, 

and who often struggle with language and cultural barriers 

in their new situations. Having moved far from their own 

family these women often lack support and access to so-

cial systems which makes their adjustment to Taiwanese 

life difficult. The Bible Society is seeking to support these 

women to be faithful followers of Jesus as they become 

wives and mothers; offering them encouragement to build 

fruitful relationships of familial love in their new home 

country. 

The World Day of Prayer Committee NSW is keen to have 

more voices join their small group. They meet quarterly in 

central Sydney. Each denomination is able to have two 

committee representatives.  I encourage you to consider 

whether you might be able to serve our ecumenical Chris-

tian community along with me! Our next gathering is on 

Monday the 7th of November at 10am.   For more infor-

mation on World Day of Prayer 2023, any suggestions, or 

to put your name forward as a Lutheran 

representative, please  contact me. 

Bridgitte Willshire 0482 175 830 

St Pauls Sydney 

 WDP 2023 Taiwan: I Have Heard About Your Faith 
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45 years ago, in 1977 someone had a vision to plant a 
church in the Campbelltown area. 5 years later, on the 
1st August 1982, Minto Lutheran Fellowship, as it was 
known then, held its first service in the library of Minto 
Public School with a handful of people.  

On the 31st July 2022 Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church Campbelltown as it is now known, celebrated  

 
 

40 years of ministry, acknowledging the faithfulness 
and goodness of our wonderful God!  

Over 50 people, past members, current members and 
visitors gathered to reminisce and to thank our Lord 
who made it all possible. The people of Good Shep-
herd, though now small in numbers, give all glory to 
God and continue to rely of His strength and direction 
for our future, which is firmly in His hands!  

Merrion Hoffmann 

 Campbelltown celebrates 40th Anniversary 

 

 
 

Online registration is now open for pastors,  

delegates and visitors to attend Synod.  

Reports, Proposals, and Nominations due to  

office.nsw@lca.org.au by 22 August 2022 . 

 Enquiries to District Office phone 02 8660 1200  

email admin.nsw@lca.org.au  

26-28 October 2022 - Belconnen  
 

www.nswact.lca.org.au  

their June meeting. We pray for them Godôs hand of 

wisdom and discernment as they serve in this capacity. 

District and TPM Relationship 

The District together with members of the Turning 

Point Ministries Board have been drafting an MOU to 

more formally recognise and document the relationship 

between the District and TPM. This has been reviewed 

by the DCC and will now be presented to the TPM 

Board. 

St Paulôs College Principal 

Anita Morton, new principal of St Paulôs College,  

linked into the meeting and met with the DCC. Anita 

shared some of the opportunities and challenges fac-

ing the College, including upcoming NESA registration, 

future plans and challenges of growth, and especially 

classroom needs. They will most likely need to go to 3 

streams in year 7 next year.  St Paulôs College is also 

looking towards their 75 year celebration in 2023. 

St Paulôs College Constitution  

The District has been working together with St Paulôs 

College to update their constitution, this is now in the 

final stages of review, and will hopefully be adopted in 

the near future. The updated constitution includes all 

the additions required by the ACNC for registered 

charities. 

Lutheran Education in Victoria, NSW and Tasmania 

LEVNT 

Julian Denholm, Director of LEVNT, and Shane Pater-

son, Director of Leadership and School Improvement 

shared an update on Lutheran schools in NSW. It was 

noted that the partnership between the Riverina 

schools is going really well, and that the NSW schools 

are doing very well which is exciting. 

Russell Veerhuis, on behalf of DCC 

 from previous page 

Over 50 people celebrated Good Shepherdôs 40th Anniversary  

NSW and ACT District Pastorsô Conference 
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 Lutheran Women of  NSW & ACT Convention at Epping 

 

The 55th Annual Convention of the LWNSW and ACT 
was held at LifeWay Epping, on Saturday 30 April 2022  

Pastor Mark Schultz led the opening 
devotion on the theme óCarried in our 
Shepherdôs Armsô, Isaiah 40:11.  He 
said we use bubble wrap to protect 
things, even our churches.  We stay 
where we are comfortable instead of 
reaching out to others.  Our shep-
herd carries us in His arms.  He will 
help us to step out into places where 
there are vulnerable people. 

Pastor Richard Fox, Director of Lu-
theran Media, told us many people 
ask the question óWhere is God now 
for me in my suffering?ô They need 

hope!  Doors are opening in wonderful ways to spread 
Godôs love.  Pastor Richard feels he is óhanging on for the 
ride that God is taking him on!ô  

LifeWay, led by Pastor Schultz, is a óSending Churchô op-
erating in a number of areas and looking to expand. Their 
logo is  óTo love is to care is to ACTô and prayer óDear 
God, prepare our hearts for what you have for us next 
and give us a heart of faith to go where you call us to go.  
Amen.ô 

Leah Odonga, acting Executive Director of ALWS, saw 
an image of Jesus the shepherd with a sheep over his 
shoulder in her Kenyan village - a special image for her. 
Leah said that all those who support ALWS are involved 
in caring for His sheep in many ways!   

ALWS began in the migrant camp at Bonegilla 74 years 
ago and now helps people in 11 countries including Aus-
tralia, and in crisis areas like Ukraine. Leah sees it as a 
Ministry doing the work of Jesus.   

Grow Ministries spoke to us via an amazing video 
presentation. Their mission is to support children, young 
people and families, including church families. One pro-
gram óGrow Coachingô develops meaningful interactions 
at church across all age groups. Their Faith Trail Re-
sources program helps parents to share faith at home, to 
bring God into every moment of our lives, especially fami-
ly milestones.   

LWA President Grace Kroehn is delighted to be able to 
attend State Conventions after all the Covid lockdowns. 
Grace is supported in her role by a talented group of 
women and Spiritual Advisors, Pastors Fielke and Ger-
hardy. She is looking forward to meeting Lutheran women 
from all around Australia during her term in office. 

Nevin Nitschke from LCA International Mission referred 
everyone to their expanding website for ongoing updated 
information.  

Australia has sent over 800 missionaries overseas since 
it began with Missionary Flierl in the 1880s. LCA Mission 
is privileged to serve in International Mission. Pastor Matt 

Anker, Nevin and Erin can be invited to speak to congre-
gations. There are many ways to be involved! 

St Paulôs College new principal, Anita Morton, has taught 
in  schools in Brisbane, the Sunshine Coast and in Victo-
ria.  Her focus is on student learning techniques and 
measures to develop the whole child. Donations from 
LWNSW/ACT are used for students in need and facilities 
for boarders. 

Dean Salzke, Director of Warrambui, said that Covid has 
severely disrupted their business. Camp bookings  
dropped from 153 in 2019 to only 18 from January 2020 
to April 2022.  

Warrambui has been able to focus on necessary up-
grades to water supply and the waste water system, a 
complete refurbishment of the Dome and an amazing 
new kitchen.  Their current challenge is recruitment of 
suitable staff as schools resume their camping programs. 

A highlight for Bishop Robert Bartholomaeus is following 
our strategic plan: Walking Together in Mission. Bishop 
Robert leads a District-wide online Bible study, people 
from all parts of the district join in via zoom.  

Bishop Robert installed the LWNSW and ACT Executive 
for another year. President Tanna Mackenzie announced 
that Burrumbuttock will host our next Convention in 2023. 

Vice President Helen Gabriel thanked Epping Fellowship 
and the LifeWay Church family for their hard work and 
fabulous hospitality. 

Bishop Robert delivered the closing devotion, óJesus as 
our Shepherdô. As a four year old he was fascinated by a 
picture of the Good Shepherd set into the front of the altar 
at his church. During the sermon he would wonder which 
sheep he was ï maybe the one right next to Jesus, or 
maybe right up the back? Which one might we be?   

Bishop Robert said that each of us is the sheep in Jesusô 
arms ï He loves us so much. He wants to take us in His 
arms where true love, true peace and true ease is. We 
live in the world until He takes us in His arms in eternity. 
Amen. 

We sang some beautiful hymns 
throughout and finished as we be-
gan with a version of óThe Lord is 
My Shepherdô. A fitting end to a 
great day. 

Meryl Packer 

LWNSW/ACT executive: (l-r) Charmain Lieschke,  
Heather Habermann, Anne McVay, Sabine Sloan,  

Tanna Mackenzie and Helen Gabriel 

Attendees at Lutheran Womenôs Convention, Epping 
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