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But the greatest 

of these is love. 

 

The Church:  

itôs all about Jesus -  

so it must be  

all about love! 

ñ   
ò 

Our theme for this Synodical period is 
Itôs all about Jesus, and when we look 
at the life and main message of Jesus, 
we see it is all about love, Godôs love.  

Imagine what your life and congrega-
tion would look like if everything you 
are involved in reflected Godôs love.    

Many of us have heard the famous pas-
sage on love from 1 Corinthians 12:31b 
ï 13:13, which begins and yet I will 
show you the most excellent wayé and 
concludes now these three remain: 
faith, hope and love. But the greatest of 
these is love.   Take some time to read 
the entire passage weekly.   

Often, we hear this passage as how we 
are to approach love.  But what if we 
first understood this passage as what 
Godôs love is like for us and every per-
son in the world.  This happened to me 
some years ago.  As an exercise, I was 
challenged to replace the word love in 1 
Corinthians 13, with God. Now there is 
a good theological reason for this, take 
a look at 1 John 4:8-16 which reminds 
us that God is love, and that true love is 

not that we first love God, but that God 
first loves us.  

óGod is loveô is the key and most im-
portant message of the church, and 
every Christian (you and me) for every-
thing we are involved in. Any other form 
of love which we talk about flows from 
Godôs great love for us and everyone.    

Remember early in His ministry Jesus 
shared that God is focused on loving all 
people, when He said, óFor God so 
loved the world that he gave his one 
and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. For God did not send his Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him.ô  (John 
3:16-17) 

   A new command  
I give you:  

Love one another.  

Continued next page 

LCA NSW and ACT District is  
            by: 

¶ Supporting congregations and ministries in mission and ministry 

¶ Supporting congregations in transition 

¶ Developing and supporting alternative models for ministry 

¶ Planting and renewing congregations 

¶ Developing and supporting networking and connections  
between congregations and ministries 

¶ Developing and supporting leadership ñ through the Bishop 

leading leadership teams 
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DISTRICT NEWS  
For your prayer 
and care 

Calls 

¶ Pr Nich Kitchen (Auckland NZ)

has accepted the call to LifeWay 

as joint lead pastor. Pr Nich will 

be installed on 1 June. 

¶ Pr Mat von Stanke (LifeWay 

Newcastle) has accepted the call 

to LifeWay as joint lead pastor 

Farewell 

¶ Pr Mark Schultz was farewelled 

in his final service at LifeWay 

Epping on 2 February.  

Deaths 

¶ Pr Sam Simpfendorfer died on 2 

December 2024 aged 90. Pr 

Sam served at St Paulôs Sydney 

and Narraweena (1990-1999) 

and in retirement served as lo-

cum in numerous congregations 

across NSW and ACT. 

¶ Pr Elmore Leske died on 25 Jan-

uary 2025 aged 95. Pr Elmore 

served as a teacher then princi-

pal of Concordia College (1959-

68), a lecturer at LTC (1977-89), 

and a lecturer at ALC (1990-96). 

From previous page 
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But is this the message people are 
hearing from you and your congre-
gation? 

When people interact with you and 
your congregation is it clear that 
God is love? Or are people hearing 
something else about God? 

Occasionally I have the opportunity 
to hear peopleôs stories about why 
they are worshipping at one partic-
ular congregation and not at anoth-
er.   One person told me they are at 
the congregation they are now 
even though it was not their closest 
Lutheran congregation, because 
the place seems to smell of Godôs 
love.  When quizzed on this a little 
more, she said people were genu-
inely interested in other people, 
people werenôt rushing off or trying 
to pack up quickly, they had decent 
real coffee and tea, they made it 
clear, for visitors, how things work. 
The pronouncement of Godôs for-
giveness was far stronger than the 
confession. The sermons, the bible 
studies, and even the discussions 
between members frequently 
talked about the good God is doing, 
and most people spoke well of oth-
ers and the church.    

The message of Godôs love had 
shaped that congregation so much 
that Godôs message of love affect-
ed everything.    

Knowing and focusing on Godôs 
love then helps us understand the 
purposes of passages that call us 
to be loving, like:   

Jesus replied: ñóLove the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your 
mind.ô This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is 
like it: óLove your neighbor as your-
self.ô  All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two command-
ments.ò  Matthew 22:37-40 

ñA new command I give you: Love 
one another. As I have loved you, 
you must love one another. By this 
everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.ò  
John 13:34-35  

Being loving becomes our main 
focus and priority simply to reflect 
Godôs love to others and help oth-
ers connect with Jesus the one lov-
ingly reliable.    

Another way to look at it, Godôs 
love for us helps us: 

¶ know we are forgiven and loved 
by God all the time. 

¶ relate to God as a loving God. 

¶ relate to other members in the 
church with loving words and 
actions.  

¶ relate to all people we encounter 
throughout our lives with loving 
words and actions.  

So, what about you and your con-
gregation? 

Is the aroma of Godôs love strong? 

Take some time to consider how 
you, as an individual, and your con-
gregation are going in reflecting 
that God is love. Is the creator of all 
love and the initiator of love in what 
you say and do? What is helping 
communicate this message? What 
is distracting from this message?  
Also, think about if there is anything 
you can do differently to better re-
flect the message that God is love. 

And the great thing about Godôs 
love is that His love never ever 
gives up on us or anyone, as 1 Co-
rinthians 13:7 reminds us, love al-
ways protects, always trusts, al-
ways hopes, always perseveres, 
even when we have not loved as 
we should have loved.  

I pray every day that Godôs love is 
our focus, so we always know we 
are loved by God because of the 
actions of Jesus and that in every-
thing we do we reflect Godôs love.  

Pr Richard Schwedes 
Bishop, NSW and ACT District 

ñ         

By this everyone will 
know that you are 
my disciples, if you 
love one another.  

Lenten Devotional Booklet 
available for download from  

Lutheran Tract Mission  

47 daily devotions, bible read-

ings and prayers for each day 

of Lent, from Ash Wednesday 

through to Easter Sunday.  

ǿǿǿΦƭǘƳΦƻǊƎΦŀǳκǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎκ
ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘŀōƭŜǎ  

Go to the LTM web page, click 

on ôResourcesõ and then select 

ôDevotionsõ for links to the Lent 

devotion booklets.  
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 Cultivating Prayer in our District 
For the past two years the District has held a óPrayer Gath-

eringô retreat and plans are underway for another one later 

this year (date yet to be finalised). I have had the privilege 

to be on the organizing team and participate in each one.   

I find these retreats to be very uplifting and encouraging.  

Our numbers are usually small but as we know ówhere two 

or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 

the midst of themô (Matthew 18:20 KJV). 

I would like to share with you about a couple other prayer 

groups I am part of.  First the Canberra Region Interces-

sors.  We have a small group of people from different con-

gregations in Canberra who are committed to this Prayer 

Network, and prayers are sent via email. I know that the 

pastors and leaders we pray for are very appreciative of 

the prayers. We will be having an óin personô prayer get-

together on Saturday 1 March 2025 at Good Shepherd 

Church commencing at 8.30am.   

I have also taken on Prayer Co-

ordinator of Christian Education in 

Schools (CEIS) ACT. This is a new 

role, but I am passionate about seeing 

scripture in the local schools. This 

program is for children whose parents 

have requested it.  Our congregation, 

Good Shepherd Chisholm ACT, part-

ners with the local primary school. 

Please keep this ministry in 

your prayers - for the ACT 

CEIS staff Jess, Sophie, 

Tash, the 60+ volunteers, 

the students and the 42  

primary schools in the ACT 

that participate. 

I have no doubt that at times, you are like me and feel God 

is not listening, and that praying is a waste of time. Hang in 

there! I am encouraged with the bible verse óRejoice al-

ways, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for 

this is Godôs will for you in Christ Jesus.ô (1 Thess 5:16-18 

NIV) 

I would like to share with you an encouraging prayer point 

from our Good Shepherd Prayer group, who meet every 

Monday afternoon. We had been praying for one of our 

community neighbours who had a tumour on the side of his 

face which was getting bigger and bigger. He is not a 

Christian but was happy for us to pray for him, and the day 

after his surgery, which was over 11 hours, his partner 

messaged to say ñYour prayers are helping as I donôt feel 

he would have been discharged to a normal ward so quick-

ly.  Thank you so much, there is no other explanation! Your 

prayers have helped us bothò. Please continue to pray for 

this gentleman who is undergoing radiation treatment, also 

a mass has now been found on his lung.  We pray for heal-

ing but more importantly that he and his partner will 

come to know Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. 

Cheryl Turek, Community Development Co-ordinator 

Good Shepherd Community Church, Chisholm  

communitydev@mygoodshepherd.org.au 

 

A growing church and a growing 
Christian starts things, but not just 
anything. They start things that help 
them connect with people, to be a 
listening ear for others and when the 
opportunity arises to share with that 
person why they have hope in God. 

In your congregation maybe you could start a group to invite 
people to.  One congregation started a weekly cards and 
board games group (with coffee and cake of course), where 
members invited friends who didnôt go to church. The focus 
was simply to build deeper relationships with the people who 
can come, and occasionally conversations about faith occur.  
In another congregation they started a monthly healing ser-
vice, inviting people who need healing for themselves or oth-
ers. At times more people came to that service than their 
Sunday service because they felt that people cared and God 
cared.   

Personally, you may start intentionally putting time aside to 
meet with someone. One person I know always invites a per-
son they have met to go to the gym with them, another meets 
regularly with people at the caf®, and another to a football 
game. Another person started acting differently whenever 
they went out of their house, they were intentionally friendly 
and said óhelloô to everyone. In both cases the focus is to 
connect with people better, help them know they are cared 
for and this also often results in opportunities to share why 
they have hope in Jesus.   

So why not take a leap of faith and pray to God about what 
He is encouraging you to start, then respond to whatever he 
puts on your heart by starting that 1 thing. And then watch 
what God does with the 1 new thing you start.   

Pr Richard Schwedes  

{ƛƳǇƭŜ 5ƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎƘƛǇ 

tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǇǳǩƴƎ  

ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜΦ 

/ƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ о ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ  

DƻŘ ƛǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻΦ 

{Ŝǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ  

ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  !ŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ  

ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

LƴǾƛǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎΦ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀǘ  

ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŀǊǘΦ bƻǿ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 

ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ 
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Pr Samuel Martin Simpfendorfer 
28 April 1934 - 2 December 2024 

Samuel Simpfendorfer was born in 
1934 in Crows Nest, Queensland, 
the eldest of six children of German 
immigrants Pr August and Elise. 
Sam attended school in Nuriootpa 
then Immanuel College, Adelaide, 
before entering the Seminary. He 
was ordained in 1958 by his father, 
beginning a lifelong mission to share 
Godôs love with everyone he met. 

His first parish was in East Melbourne from 1957-1960, 
before moving to Grovedale in Geelong. In January 
1961 Sam married Alicia Meier. They served in Geelong 
for 8 years, where their first four children, Diane, Mark, 
Ruth, and David were born. In 1969 the family moved to 
Ringwood, Melbourne where their youngest child, Nao-
mi was born. Sam became the first full-time pastor of 
Good Shepherd Ringwood, a growing congregation that 
eventually planted churches in Croydon and Lilydale. 
During this time, Sam helped start plans for a Lutheran 
primary school connected to Luther College and over-
saw the building of a church hall. 

In 1976 Samôs ministry took the family to Hampstead in 
Adelaide, where he built another church hall and led a 
youth group that was central to the church community. 
In 1983, Sam and Alicia moved to Southport on the 
Gold Coast. Sam worked tirelessly to establish the Trini-
ty congregation in Ashmore, which quickly became one 
of the fastest-growing Lutheran congregations in Aus-
tralia. In 1990, Sam and Alicia relocated to Sydney, 
where he served the inner city congregation and Nar-
raweena, until his retirement in 1999. Sam continued 
preaching and helping out in vacant congregations for 

many years. By 84 heôd preached over 6,000 sermons 
and conducted hundreds of baptisms, weddings, and 
funerals.  

Sam loved God, the church, and helping others find 
faith. He was a passionate, lively character. He had a 
gift for connecting with people, and was keen on visiting 
and visitors, though he could be bold and blunt at times. 
His honesty and humour endeared him to many. His 
family are thankful for his 90 years of life.  

Pr Bob Hamann writes about his colleague and friend: 
After retirement Sam played an important role leading 
and serving vacant congregations in the District. Several 
members of Springwood congregation became mem-
bers while Sam was serving as locum, and they contin-
ue to speak highly of his pastoral care. He served this 
congregation regularly. Sam was always willing to help 
out, assisting also Canberra and Gosford as needed. 

Such ministries are truly significant. To continue to bring 
the presence and gifts of Christ to God's people through 
the preaching of the Gospel and celebrating the sacra-
ments  when the regular pastor is away, or during a va-
cancy, is a tremendous service to the church. One as-
pect of Sam's ministry deserves special mention: his 
willingness to devote time to visiting - visiting members, 
old and new, sick and well, in their homes and in hospi-
tal. It is a vital element in every Pastor's ministry. Sam's 
willingness, together with his wife Alicia, to fulfill his min-
istry regularly in his latter years is an inspiration to 
many. And it was always done with such generosity of 
spirit and eagerness to serve God's people. We thank 
our Lord for him.     

For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is 

destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal 

house in heaven, not built by human hands.  

2 Corinthians 5:1 

Pastor Mark Schultz has accepted the 
call to serve as LCA Assistant to the 
Bishop ï International Mission. 

Despite serving for 18 years at Sydneyôs 
LifeWay Lutheran Church, Pastor Mark 
wasnôt looking for a change. He often 
told people óGod would need a sledge-
hammerô to move him from his role as 
lead pastor at the multi-ethnic, multisite 
church, which includes Chinese and 
online worshippers and worshipping 

communities at Newcastle, Illawarra, Western Sydney and 
Cambodia. 

It turns out that the churchwide international mission role 
was the ósledgehammerô that God used to move, disrupt, 
and eventually dislodge Pastor Mark from his ministry at 
LifeWay. 

Pastor Mark arrived at Epping in 2006. In 2014, the congre-
gation changed its name to LifeWay and embarked on a 
multi-site ministry as part of the vision God had called 
members to. 

During his time at LifeWay, Pastor Mark led nine mission 
teams to Thailand and Cambodia and was involved in run-

ning intensives on leadership, worship and Law and Gos-
pel. 

God has been shaping Pastor Mark for this new adventure. 
óWe are entering an interesting time in international mis-
sion, as Christian mission is no longer seen as emanating 
from the Westô, he said. óAs the LCANZ, we can gain as 
much from our partners as our partners can from us, and 
these insights will be critical on the local mission front as 
Australiaôs cultural diversity continues to increase. That is 
an exciting prospect.ô 

Pastor Mark was farewelled at Epping on 2 February.  

Pastor Nich Kitchen has accepted the call to LifeWay as 
joint lead pastor with Pastor Mat von Stanke, and will be 
installed on 1 June. Pastor Mark Simpfendorfer has con-
cluded his ministry at LifeWay, and will serve at St Marys 
and Springwood from 2 March. 

The LifeWay vision prayer encourages its members and 
pastors: Lord prepare my heart for what you have for me 
next and give me a heart of faith to go where you go call 
me to go. Use me where you can use me best for your 
kingdom purposes. Amen 

Reprinted in part from The Lutheran 

 A season of change for LifeWay 

 Pr Mark Schultz 
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I continue my peripatetic ministry across New South 
Wales and the ACT.  óPeripatetic?ô I hear you ask.  What 
does that mean?  My Macquarie Dictionary defines peri-
patetic as ówalking or travelling aboutô.  Its origins can be 
found in ancient Greece, where the followers of Aristotle 
taught as they walked about in the Lyceum of Athens.   

So, I have been travelling around New South Wales and 
Canberra, stopping here and there to support congrega-
tions and parishes of the District in their journeys.  Last 
year, my travelling took me to the Central West Parish 
(Parkes, Forbes and Orange), Temora/Trungley Hall, 
Walla Walla/Alma Park, Jindera and the Burrumbuttock 
Parish, Narraweena in north Sydney, and I continue to 
facilitate retreats for Canberra and Region Lutheran 
Leaders.   

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Narraweena, rediscovered 
a vision statement that they had almost forgotten:  Re-
deemer Lutheran Church, Narraweena, will be a com-
munity that welcomes people of all ages and back-
grounds to connect with Jesus and trust his uncon-
ditional love.  One of their priorities is to work on their 
communication with their neighbourhood. 

There is a strong desire among the Canberra and Re-
gion Lutheran leaders to work more collaboratively and 

to develop a 
leadership cul-
ture across the 
congregations, 
a more outward 
focus and a digi-
tal presence 
that all congre- 

gations can use. ñLeadership 
cultureò features in this report 
because it is one of the three 
qualities of healthy church life 
that is found in growing church-
es, according to NCLS re-
search.   

On 7 & 8 February I facilitated a Search Conference for 
Holy Cross Belconnen.  Participants reconfirmed the cur-
rent vision statement, Sharing Jesus Christ so all may 
celebrate life in Him.  They also agreed that they would 
commit to bringing that statement to life, and to that end, 
they adopted three priorities:  developing a leadership 
culture, growing inclusiveness, and nurturing faith jour-
neys.   

Both of the vision statements that I have referred to 
above are positive statements that look outward and em-
phasise witness to Jesus Chris (faith sharing), inclusive-
ness, elements of growing churches.  More than just vi-
sion statements, they are true missional statements.   

Frost and Hirsch, The Shaping of Things to Come: 

And what is mission?  It is the outward impulse of Godôs 
people. Above and beyond evangelism or social justice, 
it is the irresistible propulsion of the Spirit that sends his 
people out to declare the lordship of Jesus in all and 
over all.  This can be manifest in sharing the gospel, 
planting churches, feeding the hungry, agitating against 
injustice, and more.  These are missional activities.  But 
mission itself is the overarching sentness of Godôs peo-
ple as they infiltrate all of society and stake a claim for 
the unending rule of Jesus in every sphere of life. 

Pr Ian Rentsch, District Mission Facilitator 

 Professional Standards - Safe Church 
Congregations are reminded that their round 2 LCA Child 
Safety Standards Action plans or their LCA Child Safety 
Assurances (for congregations with no children attending) 
are due by 31

st
 March 2025. 

Hopefully, church councils are currently reviewing their 
Self-Assessments and previous Safety Action plan. The 
new Safety Action plan will need approval of the church 
council before being submitted. 

All resources to complete either the Safety Plan or Safety 
Assurance can be found on the LCA website under Child 
Safety Standards, or enter the following into your search 
engine:    

https://www.lca.org.au/child-safety-standards 

The online portal is where congregations submit their plan 
or assurance.  

If your submission is not going to be ready in time, please 
contact Child Safety Implementation Support officer, Ni-
cole Hall: nicole.hall@lca.org.au or phone 0491 911 643. 

Does your congregation have a Safe Church coordinator? 
Part of the role of the coordinator is to support the church 

council in maintaining 
accurate records for 
Working with Chil-
dren or Working with 
Vulnerable People 
checks. 

Coordinators are require to be appointed by the church 
council and meet the required levels of Safe Church train-
ing. If there is no appointed coordinator, church coun-
cil needs to take responsibility for these matters.  

I encourage chairpersons to contact me for further infor-
mation or an appointment advice form, better still, if you 
feel that you can support your congregation in this role, 
please speak to your chairperson or contact me to talk 
about the role. 

Please note:  As people update their WWCC/WWVP or 
get a new check, you must advise your coordinator of the 
details.  

Blessings to you all,  
Carolyn Kiss 

Ph: 0457 770 100  carolyn.kiss@lca.org.au 

 Walking Together in Mission 

Pr Ian Rentsch leading a planning session at Narraweena 

https://www.lca.org.au/child-safety-standards
mailto:nicole.hall@lca.org.au
mailto:carolyn.kiss@lca.org.au
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Supporting Congregations and Ministries in  
Mission and Ministry 

Frontier School of Mission 

The District Church Council heard how in 2025 Frontier 
training will focus on non-accredited training. Frontier 
School of Mission has decided to discontinue its train-
ing provider arrangement with Melbourne School of 
Theology whilst opening a discussion with Australian 
Lutheran College about how they can work together to 
support this important missional training. 

The District and Frontier School of Mission are continu-
ing to work with the Port Macquarie congregation to 
formalise Pastor Mark Worthingôs appointment as Dean 
of Frontier and Pastor of Port Macquarie as a call to 
these two important ministries.  

Constitutions 

The DCC approved the new constitutions of both Port 
Macquarie Lutheran Church and the Parkes Lutheran 
Church. The new Model Constitutions are ready to go 
since Synod, and are easy to update and adapt to your 
congregation's circumstances. 

Alternative Models of ministry that best serve the 
District 

Ministry reviews  

Pastor Ian Rentsch the NSW and ACT District Mission 
Facilitator is continuing to work with many congrega-
tions across the district including Temora, Canberra, 
Riverina and Central West. Many of these congrega-
tions are looking to set a new vision and direction as 
they look to move forward in whatever ministry the Lord 
is calling them into. Already many of these conversa-
tions are starting to tell stories of fruit from the journey. 

Planting and Renewing Congregations 

Molonglo Valley Gospel Community 

Bishop Richard shared from Jacob Traeger how the 
Molonglo Valley Gospel Community in Canberra have 
had the opportunity to submit an Expression of Interest 
for possible land for Church and Community Centres. 
This development is ongoing and we look forward to 
seeing where this opportunity goes. 

District Leadership through the Bishop Leading 
teams 

Vacant and calling Congregations  

Bishop Richard shared the journey of some of our va-
cant congregations. St Paulôs St Marys and Our Sav-
iour Springwood have had Pastor Mark Simpfendorfer 
appointed as an interim SMP for six months with a view 
to this being extended to a permanent call. Good Shep-
herd Sutherland and Living Waters Liverpool have em-
ployed Bruce Flanagan initially as an SMP Candidate 
intern with a view to him eventually becoming called as 
an ordained Pastor. Bruce is a Sydney local who has 
spent the past 8 years serving in Vietnam. Pastor Mark 
Schultz from Lifeway Epping accepted the call to LCA  

Pastor for International Mis-
sion. They have since called 
Pastor Nick Kitchen from 
Auckland and Pastor Mat 
von Stanke as joint lead pas-
tors, both have accepted 
their calls and will be in-
stalled on 1 June 2025. 

Best practices Conference 

The District Church Council heard how Bishop Richard 
Schwedes had been invited to attend the Best Practic-
es Conference by Dave Anderson in Phoenix Arizona in 
February. This conference looks at how to be a healthy 
Lutheran church in Mission. The DCC encouraged and 
supported Bishop Richard in his attendance.  

2025 District Budget 

The DCC Received and adopted the 2025 District 
Budget. The budget maintained the same level of con-
tribution from Congregations whilst investing almost 
$600,000 in mission and ministry in the District all 
while, maintaining our current investment mix. 

District Synod 2026 

The DCC set the dates of the next District Synod to be 
held at Warrambui Retreat and Conference Centre as 
starting on Friday evening 7th August and concluding on 
Sunday afternoon 9th August 2026. Please lock them in 
your calendar. 

Governance of Specific Ministries 

LEVNT 

Greg Schneider the Chair of the Board for Lutheran 
Education Victoria, NSW and Tasmania updated the 
DCC on how the NSW schools are travelling. There 
have been several new staff appointments in the area, 
with Holly Kinning who was deputy Principal at St 
Paulôs Henty now taking the reins as Principal at the 
Lutheran School Wagga Wagga. With Brad Moss leav-
ing as principal at St Johnôs Jindera to start at Victory 
Lutheran School Wodonga, this has meant Anne-Marie 
Bothe has stepped up as Interim Principal at St Johnôs 
Jindera and St Paulôs Henty. 

The Schools Enterprise bargaining agreement will con-
tinue to have a significant impact on School budgets in 
2024 and 2025. Schools are trying to pass on these 
large increases to staff whilst trying to maintain an ap-
propriate student fee structure. At the end of 2024, all 
NSW Schools were equal or above their student budget 
numbers, with a total of 810 students attending NSW 
Riverina Schools. 

Lutheran Aged Care Albury 

The District Church Council heard from the Managing 
Director of the Lutheran Aged Care Albury about the 
many challenges they have had to overcome since 
Covid. Staffing has been a continual challenge that has 
been filled by recruiting Filipino staff from Manila as 
they have similar training to Australian Staff and good 
English levels. Government reforms in the sector con-
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tinue and adapting to the new environment is critical to 
the success of this sector. The Dellacourt redevelop-
ment continues to move along and is due to be complet-
ed in June 2025 with only the Administration, Granite 
Hall and Chapel and Caf® still to be completed. The 
DCC acknowledge the huge role and excellent effort that 
the Board, Wendy and her team put into managing and 
caring for the residents at Lutheran Aged Care Albury. 

Warrambui Retreat and Conference Centre 

Garry Watson on behalf of the Warrambui Board report-
ed how Warrambui bookings continue to struggle to re-
turn to pre-Covid levels as not as many groups are visit-
ing Canberra. This is also further hampered by the 
change that many bookings are now made on a short 
lead time rather than the historical 1-2 years in advance. 
This lack of bookings even after increasing the market-
ing into this area has meant that Warrambui will need 
some cash flow support from the District into the back 
end of the year and early 2025. Warrambui had 7 interns 
(6 from PNG) who have completed their year of service 

at Warrambui at the End of 2024. This relationship with 
PNG is continuing to produce good fruit. 

Into 2025 Warrambui are continuing to recruit a new Di-
rector with Dean Salzke remaining in the position in the 
interim. They are also looking to put an increased em-
phasis on marketing. 

Child Youth and Family Ministries 

The Child, Youth and Family ministries discussions are 
continuing with Bishop Richard Schwedes and Pastor 
Mat von Stanke. The second Meeting focused on shar-
ing what is currently happening at the local congrega-
tional level in child, youth and family ministry. There are 
initial plans to host a summit meeting possibly at War-
rambui to work out key issues of developing a healthy 
culture to promote child, youth and family ministry in the 
local congregations. This conversation is ongoing, and if 
you would like to join the conversation, please contact 
Bishop Richard at the District Office. 

Russell Veerhuis, Administrator, on behalf of DCC 

Frontier School of Mission has begun its 
year with the intensive Foundations of 
Christian Belief using the church year. 
The intensive was held on 10-14 Febru-
ary in Port Macquarie. A one-day church 
music workshop was also held at Port 
Macquarie early in February.  

Further intensives offered this year in-
clude Creative Writing with a focus on 
Christian themes, in June at Warrambui; 

Shaping Mission Today offered online in 8 weekly 
sessions in August and September; and the intensive 
on Jesus and the Gospels will be held in October at 
Port Macquarie.  

Dr Mark Worthing and others are also available for 
shorter sessions and workshops for congregations and 
in regions. These can be booked as either a Friday 
night plus all day Saturday, or all day Saturday plus 
Sunday afternoon. Three sessions available this year 
include a practical Workshop for Church Musicians 
led by Pr Mark Simpfendorfer; Surviving and Thriving 
as a Small Congregation led by Dr Mark Worthing; 
and Missional Discipleship. 

If you are interested in any of these intensives or short-
er sessions, please contact the District Office or Dr 
Mark Worthing at Frontier School of Mission for more 
information. 

Semester 2, 2025:  

Creative Christian Writing 2-6 June, at Warrambui 

Led by Dr Mark Worthing 

Shaping Mission Today 8 weekly sessions online  

(evening) in August - September 

Led by Dr Steen Olsen and Pr Mat von Stanke. 

Jesus and the Gospels 6-10 October,  

Port Macquarie Led by Dr Mark Worthing 

Contact: Dr Mark Worthing 

mark.worthing@lca.org.au  

frontier@lca.org.au   02 8660 1200 

  Frontier School of Mission Intensives update 

Students of óFoundations of Christian Beliefô Port Macquarie 

Pr Mark Simpfendorfer led a practical workshop for 

church musicians at  Port Macquarie  

Dr Mark  

Worthing 
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