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OQur theme for thisnSynadﬂadalwepén'ir(sd il
& al l abawmtd Wwdhewms Wda risdok oves .
at the I|ife and mai $29 8 é :

: . - 1% a’n
we see it is adllca\bgﬁfnéﬁt@g %Qdage o f w
|l magi ne what your eivee y a@Udr icotnhigare g@y ou
tion would | ook Il i kbBind weevearryet hiinnvgo | v @ u
are involved ®&8nloeédfectedeGwtdi ch we t al
Many of us have hea?%dtﬂre?%\moage 58[ u-
sage on |l ove from 1Re(:mermmetrh|aa|sl312|lltb-li
T 13: WwWh, ch baengdi nyset shamwed It hat God is f
show you the mosanéegpeepllent wvaybb-oHe Godi
concl wmbevs t hese t hrleoev e d e hdien:wor I d t hat
faith, homBatand el guaenadt eosntl yofSon, that w
these i Fakeveome timemtehakbhdnot peri sh
the entire passage IvviefecklyFo God did no

t he rI t. o nd

Of t en, we hear this sé 8/
are to approach Iovsep\?es L?' Woa 86 ho‘
first under st ood th ssage as What
God@ |l ove is |like fo S and every per -
son in the world hap eewed Ct@ NMEN
some years ago As lan e;jercise, | was
chall enged to repl a@e h wogd Vo& e y
Corinthians 13, wi t ow At heg e 4
a good theological ea @nv or Otﬁi% @aﬁl
a |l ook at -1 Wwhhmhd4:r& mi nds \
us t hat God is | ove, and that true vV e
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T Supporting congregations and min
T Supporting congregations in tran
WALKING f Developing and supporting altern
TOGETHER T Planting and renewing congregat.

IN MISSION f Developing and supporting networ
bet ween congregations and minist
T Developing and supipdrtoiumgd Itdaddr
ing | eadership teams
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For your But is this the m ge people are
hearing from you your congr e-
and car ecrreEETY
Cal | s When people inter wl:trllxly§u aenye
your congregation W citefgra that
LA IS IREUECRIN God is |love? Or a peopl.e _heari.n
has_mmepredﬁh something else ab Q/Godﬂ SCI1 P PE
a s ol nt e a
b e Jinstalled OE Occasionally | ha e €opp®dt @&ni tay
to hear® petopriece s t why \
(N R ERACIIEAREWlN t hey are worshippi at one part% c-
Newcastle) has ular congregation and not at anoth -
to LifeWay as | of-Nie One person told me they
t he congregation Anbhtlyerarwaynd
Farewel | even though it wabowetf oheus I 3
R VRS- R e L ut her an congreg t|o be S € .
ﬂin AR It he pl ace seemésq] %%I eog?l dortg_l
IR G | ove Wh e n qu'zze% 0 hd a Ieitt'l
mor e, she said peﬂorpéleatweerteo gG?ondu as
Deat hs inely interested ﬂrel otthe tOIEer’
T R I peopl edwearmneshing f o 04 etr%é ﬁ ‘
TP PPI t 0 pack up qU|ckIy, | dekb 8wk
Sam served&atSyd real coffee _an_ t edaC, éy made it
a o Narrawe1e9n9a9)( for V|§|t01[se|@p@v thiagl e ¢
and i retiremen pronounce@eritortof r o@ogth o u't our | i
cum in numerous g'ernest WaST;‘]ar SW¢5p@geandh@%1t|é<lhres
confession. e sgrmons, | e
across NSW and studies, and even t’heWﬁ ts%ussuitonysou
Pr El more Leske FERBTERL member s @Qéaﬂgﬁ't'ly
uary 2025 talked about the ggodh@odr&madeéngo'
served as and most people spoke wel.l of ot h-
SRR BT NN c r s and t he churc#ake some time to
68), a lectureg) A you, as an |nd|V|_d|
and a lecturexs) The messagéa d)fOV@gdh@gjat|on ar e goi ol
shaped that congrtemgatt  @&®d SioOs Muccwhe . |
that 8Gmé& ssage of |[looywvee aanfdf echte- i ni t i
ed everything. you say and do? Wl
Lenten Devotional Booklet Knowing and fo®u§ unjipncaggq this m
available for download from l ove then helps usS udndsetrfsal tn'd”gt hlgr ©
Lutheran Tract Mission purposes of passa 'esso'tht ht' a0|al OHE |
: . . to be loving, I|ikgoU
47 daily devotions, bible read- ] <t Uk e d h L Iect the message 1
ings and prayers for each da €esus rhecpvee € of our
ofgLent,frr())myAshWednesdaz God with all yourAg"\c,gea?/pear?({]e‘ﬁ'thmzll
through to Easter Sunda your soul and e af | '¥e
9 Y- minddhis is the fi%'s4¥®SanWP g% Sqr
6660 0Y02NEO} dpe REW2 GRBS Ak . And %%%;hs'%??cgosnéjals cem
22 4 BRI 6f Blai ove: your neig S d
Rzﬂylemo{bsaed)ﬁ\l.l the Law anéi"aﬁ’ﬁehlﬁtpgﬁh iad ways
Go to the LTM web page, click hang on t hese tﬁ/MencoVH\Tf‘a cL have
on 6Resourcesd almentMentbeméap: 37We shou ave [ ov
6Devotionsdé for |n0! nrkeswté)oﬁ”lagn(y_ept%l\péa)yode:ve[e/(%éila(yvet
devotion booklets. ne another. As 19UYdavied ClUgSye ¢S Oy VYJe a
) you must | ove onearaeh_o‘cﬂ)é?d B tGr?l k
» g Miaclous |everyone will kno®%Cth@ps é/B FEéUm
Zed WL *I@SUS disciples, if yaoulNiohG% Wened 0g @et! P rﬁ.I
- t@ B P o, John B%: 34 Pr Richard S
i Being loving becoméd SBap. mSW and
K ! focus and priority simnlv tno refl e
. Go@&@ love to others LUTHERAN t h -
Lutheran ers connect with Jes CHURCH | oy -
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Cultivating Prayer
N &

For the past two yeardsr atyheer DBésetlarsiec t kK dhhas
eridbmgt r eat and plans are undeowraypfbygeaa b
this year (date yet to be fiCEdISi sedpffl &
to be on the organizing teamaamhd ptahret i 60
find these retreats to bet ker ystwpleinfttsi
r
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or three are gathered togethdrati pamyi ai@ame, « .« v«

the midsd Maft tthleewm18: 20 KJIV). ‘"l have no doubt that at ti mes,
I would |Iike to share with yeunabolti saenpbog|l eandhehatprplya
groups | am part of . Firstthdree!Cahbamr @ nRegi amg el ajwa it che st
sor s. We have a small gr oupwaoyfs , p eaplye cforna m ndiiafl fl r, e mgti veo n
gregations in Canberra who ahéscod®mmiGbtHed ot oy 6o i ThhePRGhiF: st 6
Net wor k, and prayers are seiNiVyia email. I know t hat t he
pastors and | eaders we pray for a v\ &d ap i at.ive of
the prayers. We dvin |l p éprea yhearv UICE ke R ar%e “wi' ' yo

together on Saturday 1 Marcl\fli 2%205urafteoé)ood §H39V%r{enrdprayer

Church commencin a been
9 communlaty nei ghbours who had ¢

1 have al so t akenf aocne Rvhayédr w@e getting bi gger

ordinator of Chri sGhiranst Edocbhut owasi nhappy for u:
School s (CEI S) ACTaf tTehri shiiss surngeew vy , which was
role, but | am passriesmnsatge datoaurts sppyeayags ar @& heelep
scripture in t he lIhecavloulsd hmaVv e . beTehni sdi schar ged
giprogram is for chilldren Twhonke ypar st snuch, there
have requested it. pr@yersohgrvegéal epese uso mtoitrhue
‘Q Good Shepherd Chishboim €Mt emamb-who i s under gol
ner s wi t h t he |l ocal mas$ mMaay nsocvh obodden found on |
ing but more importantly th
A growing <church]camnfe ao gl(rﬂMW“J;lesus as their
Christian starts |Jthings, not just )
anything They star@h?'thg-EurtEh‘ﬁ't G@emrmu roirtdyi nlaetv
them connect withl peoflo®d HSbempherad Community
l'istening ear for others when ,th
THING crrortunity arisef to nad byt 50 sy gooasne
person why they have hope in God.
I n your congregation maybe yl‘o-u coUTuTS T art group to]in
people to. One congregatio start efd a1k | calgd n
board games group (with cof flga =2nd A YWF;Jt §se5 Rw ec
members invited a&f rgioe ntds onthwr 7 N\ focus
was simply to build dee ' \ sthivp £ Wi 2 NJ tiihke2 8 &o pllI% 3
can come, and occasiona t|on about th . cc
I n another congregation 73\@6 dyZNJhateg\T Ug
vice, inviting peopl e w |ng for themselves or
er s. At ti mes more peo tha/tggs SVijceg A hxn gt hie
Sunday service because at pe e cared an G
cared DZ2R a fSITRAY3
Personall vy, you may start ally putting time{asi
meet with someone. One wi{ &lIu a|y§7\|R1Sv|8eYsSa er
son they have met to go e 0, LQlwe-
regularly with peopl e a% ia‘jlg%%er'édagi“] BF
game Anot her per son start g d|ff®|rp‘|‘m5tI{/QMLh@rKS/‘e,f
they went out of their = were intentionally}] fr
and dhaeildd @ everyone. I n he-.fogus: jis. o] A
connect with people better / ﬁebéeglz‘nuo P%e@agrejsélaufe
for and this also often ogKogd upgirtfifes y8a (istha ¢
they have hope in Jesus. \
So why not take a | eap / PN & tjo f@|o§ g bfopugS |- el
He is encouraging you n respond whatever
puts on your heart by S@SNtﬁi nlgJl NJanQi R A &n Aw
what God does with the /Ol-u)fﬁtadé' J NIi 2 F 3N
Pr Richard S
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A season of change for Lif eWa)

B "l\ iPastor Mar k Schultznihmg iamrctcerpsiewest hoen | eader shi p
cal l to serve as L®AI Assi st ant to the
Bi shomternati onal MISSdI ‘s been shaping Pastor M
Despite serving fodr 8 ygrea@arsnber Sgydnawn interesti:
LifeWay Lutheran Chusi o, RasCor i Mair&n mission is
wadin | ooking for a Thamgeéhhdh dWesdstEtd ame LCANZ, we
told pif#oodlwoul d neednua hslfedgne-our partners as our
hamm&ro move him frotnhetsies imslighas wi | | be critic
|l ead pastor-etalinitch,e rAwlsttidsilctivd t ur al di versity cont
church, whi ch i ncl vadnesex €hi n@gepramspect .

Pro Mark Sghuf heg worshippers
a

|
communities

an w i pin
t Newcastl e, IIPIaasvfaorrr (Mar\%ester aéfd’vrfaé))eagnc?t

Cambodi a. Pastor Nich Kitchen has acc
It turns out t hat t he church%“ II Oj‘g Hgi (‘é)]ﬁalv\”f;nf1 §D|a<§r]i
was Ghedgeh&drhmdr God used t o vae N rnup stor
and eventually dislodge Pasf (l) E{Ig 1}2' g‘h”'h?%rymlehthslr fy ng
Lifeway. and pring wood h .
; ; h Li a ayer (
Pastor Mark arrived at Eppin §n bb \év.ylﬁ' féfﬁ‘ hey o] N
gation changed its name to ??%M%ﬁa rdep bearnlE'S(ﬁ.(ii]ﬁq Q%
mu kstiit e ministry as part ofn(?)ﬁt{a avdsi@b'ﬁv Go de@éltlé)J f
members to. me 0O go. s e me wh C
ki ngdom purposes. Am
ti me at LifeWay, Pastor Ma r Il ed |n

During hi
o]

S Kk
teams t Thailand and Cambodia and wasR§RVTY Qj rheF’rEu[ﬂ

any g~e dfo r| 6
Pr Samuel Marti B2VDSIERBTY. @ntgcdaifes.| S
28 Apri-2 DOGBember 2dxAaerals.
Samuel Slmpfendor @F‘ Wq¥egoCGRdj pthe church,
1934 in Crows 't'@g]ueyﬁslzf‘r?da passionatie,
the eldest of 5|xgchtlld9renc%'?nebbetr'm'h91 wi th geo
i mmi grants Pr Audddt Vighigt O Sj s d hough he cqul
Samattended school'? hQOFFbYt Hﬁ‘é‘d humour ende
then | mmanuel Collerrtje',y Afgeg affgakful for hils
before entering tphre BO®MiHmatalh.n Wei tes aboul
was ordained in 18%B8erbyr dtiisr dmdMersam pl ayfd
beginning a Iifel@ma Me$ 9i @y vVacamareongredat
God@8 |l ove with evemgmberbe ometSpri ngwood con|g
Hi s first pari sh was |{l9Ei9betrsMV\fhb'oluernsea"il \Abarﬁ 1S9$r7v'.n ¢
before movind tion CEreoevIeodnagueIrjf JERGAKy NI hisf p
1961 Sam married Alicia Me?%?gr%%%t}/'%'\é (,ggukﬂr | & IB‘
for 8 years, where their f%U%lst 2SS tdRiY & &P, @l&’ﬁé,a
Rut h, and David were born.sdaoah 1869 $threi damadey thowyleg | §ic
Ri ngwood, Mel bourne where ttheeipr eysoeunncgee Satn dc hgiilfdi,s MN&o|-Ch
mi was bor n. Sam bteicmenepddtaerf pefsactiund of the Gospekl
Good Shepherd Ringwood, a @gegmtwy ngwiteomgtriegatégnol ahapast
eventually planted churcheasancy, Creydonremédndodydaéjev
During this time, Sam hel peedctst@ffrt Samasgs mi @i sar futddare
pri mary school connected twilluthlymreseok begeavbbiet ONGE me
saw the building of a chur@hdhahh new, sick and wel ,
In 1978 ®amistry took the 3l olslt &la g€ lj ggme n '
Adeiaide, where he built didiie rygnceﬁm'ﬁowﬁlheajn&vw
youth group that was centrall "Yo "tehdel dYe h T o Iéjtj
In 1983, Sam and Alicia md&MeN: Ade th\"f)aosrtal n
Gold Coast Sam worked tirghRPlklh [‘ ESBELINESH ttrPe i
ty congregation in Ashmoreo,urwhl‘l U|ckhly "became onje
of the-gfawtegt Lutheran con@ eg blﬁmﬁwlmhAW§mﬁ It ihveeleia
tralia. I n 1990, Sam_ and tc erth? bPuézlaleIoelngt ofr%y Ne g
where he served the inner CI ongr g n~ and af -
raweena, until his retlremeri‘l 119 9y € aVSear?n cbhlk i Rdfe b
preaching and helping out i n vacan2t CcOornlgrrtefglaahan§i or
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Wal ki ng Together 1 n Mi

| contipeei prapti entiisc ry acr osgatNeow s S odlatenta dies e

Wal es and ®dédri AlitTehear? you auslkdiue athuartes i n e, rt
does that mean? My Macquarbiee abDise@t iiotnairsy aEg |h=r|th|
patetdval lkmisng or té&latveldrningi qpbaolwidni & of heW “rch
found in ancient Greece, wheirad tilse ffoarlnldo wergh ey <that
taught as they wal ked aboutesi,n talte ok yd engm 1 O /PAEEESDS r e -
So, | have been travellingsaeraoucnhd New South Wales and
Canberra, stopping here andnt hfer& 8t oF esburpupaorryt Ic ofnagaielgiat-a
tions and parishes of the BobobstyriCcobssnBéheonngégmurnkRgst i
year , my travelling took meento uihsei o@drmstitriaaile MEamstty sP &hir § 19
(Par kes, Forbes and Orangec)e,l ebemo ea/l Thewyn gadnle ytdbi Raaglrie,ed t
Wal l a Wall a/ Al ma Par k, Jindemani antdothei Bairmg mbhuat oskat ¢
Pari sh, Narraweena in northhé8ydmaepyptaeddthreenpirnoeitbe
facilitate retreats for Camud erurree, amgd o Wiemgd o n n cLluut shievr eanne
Leaders neys.
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Bat haweentahe redsiscovetad emen:
a Vvision statement t hat Rehapbohadarnd mpaesi tfiowg odtt ethement
deemer Lutheran Church, Na rprhaanseiesnea ,wiwtinds shet m Teosnus Chr
munity that welcomes peopl @aess, atl emgrtss amfd dracwi-ng ch
grounds to connect with Jesuonasdatementbisthagoare trL
ditionalOnkeowé. their priori ies.,is on t h.ei .
communication with their elizl g%sbtou"’}nn-hoo%'gham' of 'Irh|ngs
There is a strong desire a%%%&wq%tp\'éannﬂ)' Srsr'ona’)nleEeQ;Is
gion Lutheran | eaders to WBF lm%Eﬁ %%Y aﬁB?afa\ Vgpg g4 8
t o de [ €SI s rop
ol out to declare the | ¢
lleader %U?'I This can be mani
Eg;ereacz;toqﬁosanrﬁﬁrég churches, feeding t
a m%regodt.n\l/éjr.sdice' and mor e. These
focus andMaSsyiion _itself is the ®veear
toal prepsle%csqth.ey infiltrate aII_o
t hat al. tHeg dpending rule of Jesus it
P n
| r

I CHILD SAFETY STANDARDS =
Professiona-lSa$tea rCdha guosaersmn,
Congregations are reminded tbanhcthein - d
Safety Standards Action pl aamsc wrrattenher o G ty
Assurances (for congregati oMWor Wwinlg nwi # ng)
are dB&'Mhych 2025. dren or Wo’ \\

. Vulnerable : .
Hopefully, church council s ahreeckc‘su relH i ' 1ei
SelAfsessments and previous Safuet Act P Ine
new Safety Action plan WiIIConoereddl naaptpo osvadreofretqhuel reeh utroc hb
counci l before being submittedncil and meet the reqU|red
f re i nt e
Al resources to complete e B % 2 §
Assurance can be found on %FFL%PAEEgbISsBi Fgwuendrggpc%ﬁsl Blll
Safety Standards, or enter lthendolda@agwénghaintperydams ste@ar c
engine mation or an appointment advi
) . eel that you can support y o u
https.//www.I-scaaf.—xaotrgom.daaur/dcsh|Ici)Iease speak to your chairper
The online portal is where @eabogteghei 60 esubmit their pl a
or assurance. Pl ease A®tpeople update their
I f your submission is not g@kehgatd@aewechesdky iywutimiset m@idee:
contact Child Safety | mpl entkettaitlison Support officer, Ni -
col e nHaloll:te. hal lo@l phomeg 0489 151914l i6n4g3s. to you all,
Does your congregation have a Safe Church coordiCaatodryn Ki
Part of the role of the coordinatoRh:i sO4%7 §7a7prbl&glO-Kh§S@h1
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https://www.lca.org.au/child-safety-standards
mailto:nicole.hall@lca.org.au
mailto:carolyn.kiss@lca.org.au

Di strict Church Coun g e W
Supporting CongregationsPasnor Miori slini /¥ WALKING Mi
Mi ssion and Ministr Sion. They hav@s | e

. . _ astor Nick FE TOGETHER n
Frontier School of MISSIO/{\]UCk|and and A IN MISSION
The District Church CounciVOmeabt@ankhewasr P @S
training wil-acdroediist eodn trnroafi hflisng. bPE &nthe 1
School of Mission has decitdeed rtocallilsconm ai
ing provider arrangem ent Wt ah!l ese|®moulr ndeunscroyeEP: ot
Theol ogy whil st opening c i n it S - n
Lutheran Coll ege about how gﬁﬁ Lbsrsaco[ wov)ré[% hCO'%Lgtheenclea
support this important m|s§h©n@|8trabh||¢!}ur0h Counci l
The District and Frontier 35%'%"5 ?l'fé)rf desggerr]]DAa\Pe\éI/_t@r%éjﬁnetﬁé
ing to work with the PortpgM arcuqu eThG AN oG atiieh el ¢ ¢
formalise Past &r aMa)roknWmnretninlmﬁ;;e?D anchurch in Mission
of Frontier and Pastor Ofsﬁgébr @(ﬂ:qB'iaéﬁ(?p agi ¢ a5 ¢! Iir']t
these two Iimportant ministr.] .

: : 2025 District Budget
Constitutions '
The DCC approved the new q-gqr}rﬁ tel:l)t(t:_%tTleeﬁgblu\(l)d?gdqgtndll?laqdaotlprf(
Macquarie Lutheran Church tarr\‘%uttri‘%n & ' koG CEo“ r€ ANt i on
Church. The new Model Cons$t6i0t0ut0iooonsinar Igdgza i{dgqm
since Synod, and are easy \}{Qj |ué0dar1:] |r?‘ta‘ﬁ]rf°‘| nadatoutro YOrUrT e
congregation's circumstances )
Al ternative Models of mi nlljlssttrrylcttha§yrboed 20sZeGrve t he
Di strict The DCC set the dates of t hi

_ _ held at Warrambui Retreat a
Ministry reviews starting on FAugagtea@ni cont
Pastor |lan Rentsch the NSW Uandda ya carf ‘e gwosoine P0 b s sPbaas
Facilitator is continuing YOdTrwE6RkeWwd@h. many congrega
tions across the districtghpeluwdinna quosrpae,ciq:qrbbemrnai
Ri verina and Centr al West . Many of these congrega-
tions are |l ooking to set &aEN&W vision and direction
they |l ook to move forward Gln h%{sﬁY]‘é[ @.nit%teryChtahier Lo+
is calling them into. AIreEad ngafp?'?))/, Q/f? th;;g CQ raShey
tions are starting to teIIDé Oro'neshocw thHeUiIt\IS\];Vrg'E'h IB‘FSJ
Planting and Renewing Conlawe abeenmsseveral new staff

with Holly Kinning who was
Mol ongl o Valley Gospel CopggnHenty now taking the re
Bi shop Richard shared frofmUbhBebdn TS@egyelr Waoow at Wagga.
Mol ongl o Valley Gospel ConmnmuniaS R NEHWPA rnreae rpdztyted 0o b 0
had the opportunity to subltthernanx$ahassli oo ban g-8a retr ki
for possible land for ChuBOH hgndacomheRPrey Benesed nt.
This development is ongoind Ndgdaweddh&ikt agurlward to
seeing where this opportunihy¥ GeR8ols Enterprise barge
istrict Leadership throddmuﬁhéo Bh &wn& pa Lséag&l'ﬁgca”t
t eams 2024 and 2025. hool s& are

| arge increases to staff whi
Vacant and calling Congre@mddwmﬁte student fee struc:
Bi shop Richard shared SVerSnCehyoochS éNdar{\ee (?Iquabro(/a?b
cant congrega@tiﬁhsMasys Pau mt? g”th 81
iour Springwood have had d v eJr'”lﬁa hgphﬁfendorfer
appointed as an interim SMPufperainx Amaent hcsa rwd tAl Bu vy e\
to this being extended to a ermanent call % She|?
herd Sutherland and Livingl tRr st nlGley b c P8 URGL
ployed Bruce Flanagan init3dI€Ct ods n P Lid Ml Pt eA Y
intern with a view to him B&hiehfl eB8eImit MG Ve alld Ved
an ordained Pastor. Bruce GOg| S?élv Jyingchpswheemad
spent the past 8 years ser§& fhl vedt Bxmregddddd nla rF
Schultz from Lifeway EpplnEghe ccheap"teeds't”Pn'eI acla | 4T 3l oh i (N@A

ng S Government |
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tinue and adapting to the atwWemwvambwimeat tlse céEmdi chl -
the success of this sectorP.NGThes @@mﬂlarmlmlumg troedpervoeduocpe
ment continues to move alorf% ancgl c%mpl et -
ed in June 2025 with only ﬁ? Q?n gEF%F‘P%h aG?a%?'{]te
Hal | and Chapel and caf® S§E€ECLPT ¢+ V¥ 3 I.Ixhema
DCC acknowledge the huge r diNd &4 4 dn- ex eIyl ea?}r e"?fso?t ??nléﬁ
the Board, Wendy and her tBQ?ns'p%to ana and
caring for the residents atChLiultdhe\fcamtH\gaddCEtaemAlybu\/riyn.i
Warrambui Retreat and ConfTaeechel €enYo et h and Family
Garry Watson on behalf of &Iﬂﬁtwgpf%%blyvl'té]o hoeopoFﬁ'Ch
ed how Warrambui bookings ﬁ t V810 §?rru ﬁ’qsf’ﬁqo
turn -Covipdel evel s as not a .rﬂanwf]aq?ro N s) ppteh
i ng Canberra. Thi s i s al s '.Ofnu.‘r’}tlhe Ve rhpnereh ﬁy X §'%
change that many bookings Iar}'t'n.aow prrllaadneS I(otno atossk ordg Sum
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Prayer Points

For God’s blessings
for the 5 Interns
(Shirlyna, Erin, Caleb,
Naomi & Filmah) as
the live, serve and
grow with us in 2025

For growth in bookings
and blessing of our
marketing activities

For the recruvitment of

a new Centre Director

Warrambui Retreat & Conference Centre
322 Greenwood Road Murrumbateman 2582

BUI

www.warrambui.com.au

(02) 6220 1000

NEWS

March 2025

Centre Director’s Update

New Year, New Interns

At the start of every year there is
always great excitement with the
arrival of a new Team of Interns.

This year we are very pleased to
welcome four young women from PNG,
and a young man from Australia via
New Zealand. You can learn more
about Naomi, Erin, Filmah, Shirlyna and
Caleb on the following pages.

No doubt the year ahead will be filled
with unforeseen blessings and
challenges, and we look forward to
what God has in store for Warrambui
knowing that He goes ahead of us.

2024 Bookings and Beyond

In 2024 we hosted a total of 892 groups,
as the comeback from COVID-19
continues to be slower than expected.

The outworking of the pandemic
continues to affect camping ministry in a
variety of unexpected ways.

The costs of living challenges many are
facing are causing a reduction in the
number, size and duration of camps.

We are also seeing a number of schools

re-think the viability of hosting year 3-4
camps, which has traditionally been a
key market for Warrambui. Many
teachers are finding that the social
development of this cohort has been
significantly affected by the pandemic
which has also resulted in much higher
levels of student and parental anxiety
around overnight stays away from
home.

We continue to strive to increase our
bookings. We have begun work with a
local marketing firm to further develop
and implement initiatives to highlight the
benefits of camping, promote
Warrambui's uniqueness, and grow our
client base.

Life-Changing Impacts

One of the reasons it is such a privilege
to serve at Warrambui is that we get to
see the life changing impacts of
camping ministry.

Our last group for 2024 was a Year 10
Camp from a Catholic high school.
About half way through their camp,
when they emerged from a session, you
could see by their reactions, including a
mix of stunned looks and tears from

8| NSW and

ACT Contact



lives of their students in ways they never can in the
classroom.

We praise God for his love and desire to grow us all,
and providing such a place where He can impact the lives
of young people, which will always be at the core of
Warrambui's mission.

Centre Director Recruitment Update

' The first round of recruitment for a new Centre Director
late last year did not result in an appointment being
made.

A second recruitment round is currently underway.

After prayerful consideration, my family and | have

decided to stay on, and | will remain in the role for
Interns in kitchen training another few months in the hope of handing over to the

new Centre Director before mid-year.
students and teachers alike, that it had been a Y

particularly impactful session.

The Deputy Principal shared with me what occurred Prayers for the Year Ahead
during that session. The students were all asked to gather fhohk Sllicr Sl onini=alb s S Ends st

in single file, stand behind a line and close their eyes. Warrambui and our ministry
They were then asked by a facilitator to step over the line

in response to a series of questions. The initial questions Please continue to hold us, our Interns and our clients
were things like: (existing and new} in your prayers that we may continue

to be a place where God impacts lives for His Kingdom.
e “Step over the line if you want to go on to
University” Yours in Christ,

e “Step over the line if you want to learn a trade” Dean Salzke — Cenire Director

As the questions progressed, they touched on deeper and
more emotive matters including:

e “Step over the line if you have ever been bullied at
school”

e “Step over the line if you have been bullied by
someone in this room”

e “Step over the line if you are willing to forgive that
person”

e “Step over the line if you have ever bullied
someone in this room”

e “Step over the line if you are willing to ask for their

forgiveness”

It is amazing to think of the impacts that such a session will 22
have not only on the remaining school journey for this
student group over the next 2 years, but also for their
entire lives.

A lead teacher from another high school said to me
number of years ago, that there is something amazing
about Warrambui; every time they arrive for a retreat,
as soon as the bus drives in the entrance they feel the

The Interns in a session on time management

walls come down and they have a chance to impact the
as part of their Induction program
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2024 Warrambui Interns

—
e NAOMI

4

i Hello everyone, | am Naomi Binora.

’G?;" I'm from the mountains of Morobe province and the islands of Madang
> ‘.4 Province in Papua New Guinea. | am the eldest of five but | was raised by
‘ ’ my grandparents. I'll be turning 23 in March.

A love writing and reading poems. | graduated University last year with a
i Bachelor’s Degree in Sustainable Tropical Agriculture.

bl | am grateful to Warrambui and everyone that made this internship possible
g for us and also for the chance to attend the Frontier School of Mission to help
me strengthen my foundation in faith. | am looking forward to learning new
hings, being confident in my faith and being able to love (1 Corinthians 13:
f 4-7) myself and others. | set my foundation in Christ to prepare me for the
next years as | venture further into adulthood and all its excitement.

& As for me, to be able to do an internship in another cultural context is an
# cxperience of its own and so | thank God for this calling.

CALEB

Hi there, my name is Caleb Kitchen, and | am one of the interns this year at
Warrambui.

| have been living for the last 6 and a half years in Auckland, New Zealand
as my father is the pastor of the Lutheran church there, but | was born here in
Australia.

| decided to do this internship as | was taking a gap year before University
and Warrambui seemed like a great opportunity to grow my faith and help
others grow theirs, as well as a chance to get out of the house and gain some §
work experience.

So far, | have been absolutely loving my time here as it feels really good to
be out of the city, as well as being part of a great community here at
Warrambui, and | look forward to continuing this for the rest of the year.

4 SHIRLYNA

Hi, | am Shirlyna Puipui, | come from a mix of parentage of Bougainville
"W Island and Morobe province in PNG. | graduated in Human Resource from

= | had no idea how deeply it would impact my thoughts and perspective on
western culture compared to PNG. The Warrambui team induction,
community hospitality (from Dean, Geoff and their families}, visiting local
churches, a one week Theology course with Pastor Mark Worthing at Port
—_— & 7 Macquarie and their hospitality - it has truly been an amazing experience.

L2

It's just the beginning, but having been here for almost two months, the different aspects of the program have
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