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Life and hope 

come from  

focussing on  

Jesus who lives 

An atmosphere of life and hope has a 
dramatic affect on people.  

When life and hope is present, it chang-
es the atmosphere, and it changes con-
gregations and people.   

In Acts chapter one we see a great re-
minder of how Christian hope comes to 
life.  

Life and Hope comes from focussing 
on Jesus who lives 

Soon after Easter, what changed the 
disciples from despair to joy, from con-
cern to hope, was they focussed on the 
fact that Jesus was alive, he had risen 
from the dead. (check out Acts 1:3) 

God, through St Paul, (Romans 6:4) 
reminds us that because Jesus has ris-
en, we also have a new life. So, as 
Christians, it is the fact that Jesus is 
alive that has a tremendous impact on 
our lives.  

Instead of focusing on the problems and 
challenges we face in our current situa-
tions, like the disciples, we transform 
into people of life and hope by focussing 
on the living Jesus.   

Life and Hope comes from relying on 
the Holy Spirit 

Often we want to be self-reliant, do 
things our own way, from our own per-
spective or copy others. However, what 
is key for the first Christians and for us 
to have life and hope, is to rely on the 
Holy Spirit, Godôs Spirit.    

The first disciples were told to wait until 
they received the gift of the Holy Spirit 
before doing anything. But once they 
received the Holy Spirit they were to live 
as witnesses of the life and hope Jesus 
gives to everyone, everywhere (Acts 1:4
-8).   

Often I am asked, how can I get the  
Holy Spirit today?  In simple terms, it is 
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Being a person  

and a church  

of life and hope 
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Life and hope come 

from relying on the 

Holy Spirit 

LCA NSW and ACT District is  
            by: 

¶ Supporting congregations and ministries in mission and ministry 

¶ Supporting congregations in transition 

¶ Developing and supporting alternative models for ministry 

¶ Planting and renewing congregations 

¶ Developing and supporting networking and connections  
between congregations and ministries 

¶ Developing and supporting leadership ñ through the Bishop 
leading leadership teams 
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about being connected to God.  
God has and is constantly giving us 
his Holy Spirit every time we en-
gage with Him and what He is doing 
through His Word. That is why en-
gaging practices like reading the 
bible, worship and bible studies are 
important.     

Life and hope come by getting on 
with sharing the life and hope we 
have in Jesus 

In Acts 1 there are three instances 
where the early Christians are po-
tentially distracted from being Godôs 
witnesses of life and hope. They are 
wondering when God will act (Acts 
1:6-8) they are remaining focussed 
on Jesus going to heaven (Acts 
1:10-11), and they are focussing on 
what has gone wrong (Acts 1:12-
26).    

The same is true for us. It is easy 
for us to be distracted away from 
being witnesses of Jesus and the 
life and hope he gives. By putting 
our energies and thoughts into what 
might be, or the things that have 
gone wrong.  

Some time ago when I visited a 
smaller congregation with life and 
hope, I asked ñHow did you become 
like this?ò One lady said ñIt is quite 
simple. I think most of us have giv-
en up focussing on what has gone 
wrong, who is at fault, and what 
might happen. Instead we are living 
with our main focus on reflecting the 
hope and love Jesus gives us and 
others.ò 

Being a person and being a congre-
gation that focuses on Jesus and 
the life and hope he gives is our key 
calling.  Everything else we do as 
Christians and as a church is about 
reflecting that we have life and hope 
because of Jesus.    

Consider 

¶ When you read the bible, come to 
worship, and attend a bible study, 
take notice of what God is doing, 
especially for you and everyone 
else. 

¶ What does it mean for you to fo-
cus on the hope and life Jesus 
gives you? 

¶ How might God be calling you and 
your congregation to live as peo-
ple who have life and hope in Je-
sus? 

Pastor Richard Schwedes 
Bishop NSW and ACT District 

Life and hope 
come by getting on 
with sharing the life 
and hope we have 

in Jesus 
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DISTRICT NEWS  

For your prayer  

and care 

Installation 

¶ Pr Nich Kitchen and Pr Mat von 

Stanke will be installed as joint 

lead pastors at LifeWay Epping 

on 1 June 

Farewell  

¶ Pr James Leach was fare-

welled from Central West  

Parish on 4 May, before  

transferring to Caboolture Qld 

Deaths  

¶ David Muller, former District 

Church Council member from 

Henty, died on 6 March 2025 

¶ Eunita Pietsch, widow of  

Pastor James Pietsch, died on 

31 March 2025 

¶ Pr Jim Klein died on 11 April. 

Pr Jim was ordained in 1957 at 

Jindera, and served in PNG 

and SA before retiring in 1998. 

¶ Arthur Schuster, former District 

Church Council member and 

long serving District Finance 

Council member, died on 13 

May 2025.  

New Mission Resource  
ôFrom Acts to Actionõ is a 90 day devotional journey to 

missional living, by William Utech.  

This resource is ideal for individuals, 

bible studies or even a congrega-

tional worship series. It is written by a 

Lutheran pastor and mission direc-

tor, with Lutheran congregations in 

mind.  

It will help you explore is my faith 

and my local church still relevant?  

The answer of course is a resound-

ing, òYES!ó  

But only the Word of God, and especially that Word as it 

come to us in the Acts of the Apostles, can make it so. 

This 90-day devotional journey leads readers on a guid-

ed tour of the entire Book of Acts to see and learn anew 

how God is always working through His people, His lead-

ers, and His local congregations to grow His kingdom. 

The first century church changed the world for the bet-

ter. The Lord of the church wants to use you and your 

21st century congregation to do the same.  

The journal will help you :  

¶ Appreciate how God uses His people to save peo-

ple  

¶ Love people from all backgrounds, races, nations, 

and ethnicities  

¶ Follow the example of the early church and be in-

tentionally engaged in the mission of God  

¶ Bring the love and hope of Jesus Christ to your fami-

ly, friends, neighbourhoods, and communities  

You can purchase a copy though Amazon - https://

lutheranmission.blogspot.com/2025/05/book -acts -to -

action.html  or contact Bishop Richard who has limited 

copies available.  

https://lutheranmission.blogspot.com/2025/05/book-acts-to-action.html
https://lutheranmission.blogspot.com/2025/05/book-acts-to-action.html
https://lutheranmission.blogspot.com/2025/05/book-acts-to-action.html
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Built on the Foundation of Christ - Alma Park Centenary 
Just over one hundred years ago on 15 March 1925, about 
500 people from surrounding congregations gathered to-
gether in great celebration to dedicate the new church build-
ing at Alma Park.  

One hundred years later, on Sunday 23rd March, members, 
past members and friends gathered again at Salem Luther-
an Church, Alma Park to join in thanksgiving for the Cen-
tenary of the church building and the ministry that continues 
there.  

Pastor Mark Lieschke, LCA NSW and ACT District Bishop 
Emeritus and son of the congregation was the guest 
preacher, sharing from Joshua 1:1-9. With a missional fo-
cus of looking forward and not to the past the gathering 
were urged to ñBe strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; 

do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with 
you wherever you goò (Joshua 1:9). 

In the enthusiastic style of Alma Park members, the service 
was followed with a wonderful time of fellowship over lunch 
where many stories were shared and reminisced. The con-
gregation has a heart for being Godôs people where he has 
placed them, and to keep serving him with joy and thanks-
giving.  

This event was on the same weekend as the ALWS 75
th
 

Anniversary celebrations at Bonegilla, with the offering go-
ing towards the target of supporting more than 75000 chil-
dren with food, schooling and shelter in countries including 
Somalia, South Sudan, Kenya, Burundi, Bangladesh, Nepal 
and Ukraine. 

Pr John Borchert 
Walla Walla and Alma Park 

Salem Lutheran Church Alma Park, celebrates 100 years. 

Gôday, NSW and ACT! Iôm a Sydney-born 
pastor, now joining the Lutheran Church of 
Australia with a heart moulded by the Holy 
Spiritôs quiet, persistent grace. Raised in 
the Methodist and later Uniting Church, my 
faith took root early, blossoming into a life-
long pursuit of service across continents, 
trials, and theological shifts, always with a 
passion for sharing a Gospel thatôs both 
bold and tender. 

My journey began with a Bachelor of Theology in Katoom-
ba, followed by ministry in Sydney, where a Vietnamese 
congregation took root in Marrickville. In 1991, a call to Ha-
noi saw me serve through humanitarian work and pastor 
training. Imprisonment and deportation in 1997 didnôt deter 
the mission; three Vietnamese churches were planted in 
Cambodia. By 2000, I was back in Australia, serving in 
Sutherland for about 2 years. 

Vietnam beckoned again. There, a Lutheran missionary 
shared Martin Lutherôs Heidelberg Disputation, reshaping 
my faith around Word, Sacrament, and the piercing truth of 
Law and Gospel. This ñTheologian of the Crossò vision end-
ed my Assemblies of God ties but opened new paths: a 
Christian school in Ho Chi Minh City and, in 2013, the Lu-
ther Evangelical Church. From 2014 to 2024, I balanced a 
study at Luther House of Study with demanding ministry 
and educational work. 

The COVID-19 crisis brought hardship in Vietnam - lock-
downs, arrests, and financial strain. But grace sustained 

ministry to the dying and grieving, keeping our church and 
school afloat. Now, I return to Australia driven by a deep 
desire to serve two congregations through Word and Sacra-
ment. 

Iôm no self-made man. The Spiritôs work has carried me 
through prisons, pandemics, and profound change, forging 
a faith thatôs lived in the mess of life. Iôm now serving Good 
Shepherd Church in Sutherland and Living Waters Church 
in Liverpool, offering a Gospel that challenges yet comforts, 
meeting people in their struggles, as God leads me to being 
ordained in the LCA. 

My wife Cuc, a steadfast 
partner in faith and life, has 
been my anchor through 
decades of ministry, and 
trials. Her quiet strength 
and compassion have sus-
tained our family through 
imprisonments, deporta-
tions, and pandemics, al-
ways serving alongside me 
with grace. Our two boys, 
Benny (14) and Elijah (16) 
raised amidst diverse cul-
tures and challenges, carry a resilient spirit and a heart for 
others, shaped by their experiences and their deep-rooted 
faith. Together, theyôre my greatest joy, praying they will be 
joining me shortly. 

Bruce Flanagan, Sutherland and Liverpool 

 Shaped by grace for Australiaôs call 

Bruce Flanagan 

Bruceôs wife Cuc and their  
sons Benny and Elijah 

Salem Lutheran Church, built in 1925 
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Vale Arthur Schuster  
20 Feb 1930 - 13 May 2025 

Arthur Schuster was a farmer from Henty who later settled 
in Canberra. In his spare time Arthur volunteered on many 
committees and boards, including managing local sports 
clubs and serving the church in several leadership roles. 
He was a member of District Church Council and District 
Finance Council for many years.  

At District Synod in 2017 Arthur was acknowledged for his 
51 years of service to the Dis-
trict. For his time on District 
Finance Council (now Finance 
Advisory Committee) Arthur 
will be remembered for his 
unwavering support for the 
District, his gentle wisdom he 
brought to every conversation, 
and his determination to see 
the District flourish financially, 
and in ministry and mission. 
Arthur passed away on 13 
May, aged 95.  

Arthur Schuster and Bishop  

Mark Lieschke, Synod 2017  

 

Anna-Marie Bothe has been ap-
pointed principal at St Johnôs Lu-
theran School in Jindera after serv-
ing as interim principal following 
Brad Mossô departure last year.  

Anna-Marie grew up in the Lutheran 
church, and never questioned her 
faith, until her mum was diagnosed 
with terminal cancer and passed 
away almost two years later. This 

experience stripped away all she was taught to believe, 
but also caused her to rediscover and strengthen her 
relationship with Jesus as he sits in the messiness of life 
with us.  

In 1993 Anna-Marie started her teaching career at Beth-
any Lutheran Primary School in Ipswich, before marry-
ing Anthony and moving to Immanuel Lutheran College 
in Maroochydore. Seven years later they moved to Albu-
ry to raise their three daughters closer to family.  

While her daughters were growing up Anna-Marie dab-
bled in writing, following in her mother, Grace Simpsonôs 
footsteps, who wrote devotional books, as well as her 
sister whoôs a published novelist. Anna-Marie also 
gained a Diploma of Counselling, chasing her passion of 
othersô wellbeing. She returned to full-time teaching and 
realised God had other plans for how counselling and 
writing would help her further serve Lutheran education, 
rather than being the career change she expected! 

Principals are important in any school, but Lutheran 
schools can bring their own challenges. You have to 
remain true to the theology of grace in sharing Godôs 
love with the school community while also meeting gov-
ernment requirements. Anna-Marie believes itôs an excit-
ing time to be in Lutheran education, with the emphasis 
on óGrowing Deepô and óFree to Flourishô framework. 
They bring a lot of understanding to the unique Lutheran 

approach to contemporary learning. Lutheran schools 
need to remain relevant in the ever-changing world 
while being clear about their difference to other schools, 
which Anna-Marie sees as the way they implement 
Godôs grace. 

St Johnôs Primary in Jindera and St Paulôs Primary in 
Henty have just created new values based on óFree to 
Flourishô that clearly state the foundation of their Chris-
tian and contemporary approach. Lutheran schools are 
at the forefront in Godôs mission with the relationships 
formed within the school communities. Meaningful con-
nections are built through shared experiences and the 
ability to tell our stories. Both schools are loving creating 
new innovative ways to serve others and genuinely 
share Godôs love in our schools and beyond. 

Being a principal is so much more than a job, it means 
that Anna-Marie can share Godôs love to make a differ-
ence in peopleôs lives and the world around us. She gets 
to walk alongside people while empowering them to use 
their God given gifts to serve others. She receives the 
most joy from the relationships sheôs built with members 
of the school community, and watching both the staff 
and students learn and grow. 

"But those who hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint." 
Isaiah 40:31 

Isaiah 40:31 has held a special place in both her per-
sonal and professional life. It was her confirmation text 
and continues to be a source of encouragement from 
others throughout her career and she often shares it 
with others to do the same.  

Anna-Marie will be installed at Jindera on Friday 27 
June. 

Nikki Spaans 

 New Principal for Jindera Lutheran School 

Anna-Marie Bothe  

! {ǳƴŘŀȅ !ƊŜǊƴƻƻƴ IȅƳƴŦŜǎǘ 
Celebrating 60 years since installation of the Gallery Pipe 
Organ at St Peterôs Canberra. Accompanied with solo  

interludes by celebrated young Canberra organist Linus Lee 

Sunday 22nd June 2025 from 2.30pm 
St Peterôs Lutheran Church  
6 Boolee St Reid ACT 

Ticket prices: General Admission - $15  
RSCM Member - $10 Student -$10 

https://www.trybooking.com/DCBNV. 

Credit and cash facilities are available at the door 

The hymnfest is expected to comprise ten well-known 
hymns together with a number of 
solo organ interludes selected by 

Linus Lee.  

Enquiries: Ian Kummerow  
0475 421 333 
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 Carolyn Kiss finishes as Professional Standards Officer 

 

 

Dear Members of NSW/ACT District, 

As you read this, I am about to com-
plete my role as an LCANZ Profes-
sional Standards Officer. It is a role 
that began (with various previous ti-
tles) many years ago, working initially 
in the SA District. I have served in the 
NSW-ACT District since June 2011.  

The scope of the role has changed 
much over those years, especially following the outcome 
of the Royal Commission into the Institutional Abuse of 
Children. Much legislation has been put in place, which 
has created a higher degree of response from many sec-
tors of the community, including religious bodies. Our 
LCANZ had to respond to these requirements and intro-
duce Safe Church training for all our Pastors, employees 
and volunteers and the introduction of Working with Chil-
dren/Vulnerable People checks have now become the 
norm. Whilst there is still some resistance to complying 
with our churches training, and gaining WWC/VPôs, I re-
main grateful to each of you that has understood the rea-
son why it is important. 

Many of you have told me that you couldnôt do this role. 
Itôs thought of as being daunting and distressing.  Iôll ad-
mit to feeling ambushed at times when Iôve walked into a 
training session, feeling the resistance in the room. How-
ever, as the day unfolds and people speak about the is-
sues our training covers, there is a lowering of those bar-
riers. Understanding how easy it can be for any of us to 
be that person who is hurt by another personôs words or 
actions, gives each of us a responsibility for caring for 
each other and particularly for those who are not able to 
speak up. There are times that we must become the per-
son who speaks for the other. 

Over the years Iôve heard the stories of many people who 
have been the victims of abusive situations in our church, 
Iôve read case notes, sat with people in court, and yes, it 
has had an impact on me. Iôve seen and heard the pro-
found impact on their lives, and itôs often destroyed their 
faith and sometimes the faith of others in their communi-
ty. Thatôs the dark part of the work. 

What I have also experienced is your encouragement 
and most of all your prayers.  

The ótagô line of the LCANZ is óWhere love comes to lifeô 
has deep meaning. if we see tasks as simply having to 
ócomply with the rulesô, then it is always hard work. If, 
however, we focus on Godôs love for us, we can find the 
motivation to improve what it is weôre having to do. Weôre 
doing it for the benefit of others. 

While the role of Professional Standards Officer may be 
gone, your responsibilities to maintain your training 
and WWC/VP do not change. Congregations will also 
have a responsibility to maintain preparing Risk Assess-
ments for your congregational activities. Understanding 
and implementing the LCAôs Child Safety Standards also 
needs to be kept up. There will be ongoing support for 
congregations, some via our District office and others via 
the LCANZ-PSD team.  

So, I thank you for the privilege of working with you in 
this District. I thank Bishop Richard, (& his predecessors) 
Russell and Kaye for their support. I thank you for your 
confidence when you have shared your hurts and your 
joys. But, most of all I thank God for His constant mercy, 
for the safety He provided in all the kilometers of travel-
ling.  

I commend you all to His gracious care. 

Blessings, Carolyn.  

Carolyn Kiss 

I grew up in America in Cen-
tral New Jersey, and am 
married to Peter Reed the 
church planter at St Johnôs 
Lutheran School, Jindera. I 
have one biological brother 
and four step siblings, two 
from my step-mother and 
two from my step-father, all 
of which are still in America. 
My grandmother was the 

head of the American Guild of Organists while I was grow-
ing up and we would go with her to whatever church need-
ed an organist regardless of denomination.  

Peter and I lived in Mackay when we first got married, and 
belonged to a Uniting church until he got offered the job of 
Music Director at St Lukeôs in Albury. Two years ago I took 
over the Office Administrator role at St Lukeôs and we relo-
cated to Jindera so Peter could be closer to St Johnôs for 
his role. 

I have a background in Creative Writing and am currently 

about to finish a Cert 4 in IT. I adore reading and canôt be 
trusted to go into book fairs without a budget, which is extra 
dangerous because my best friend lives in Canberra and 
the Canberra bookfest is very bad for any book loverôs wal-
let! I also love games, my friends and I play a lot of table 
top games, and I play a lot of video games online with my 
friends in Mackay and my brother back in America, itôs a 
really good way for us to stay connected.  

Peter and I have three dogs, Valhalla, a Swedish Valhund, 
Persephone, a long haired Pembroke Corgi, and Noodle, a 
rescue mutt who they thought was a whippet but heôs al-
ready huge. We call them VPN as a little IT pun.  

Iôm really passionate about accessibility in the IT environ-
ment and hope to build on the accessibility of the districtôs 
web presence as well as communications across the dis-
trict.  

My favourite bible passage is Romans 8:38-39 and favour-
ite worship song is How He Loves. 

Nikki Spaans, Albury 
nikki.spaans@lca.org.au 

New District Communications Officer, Nikki Spaans 

Nikki Spaans and Peter Reed 
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 District Finance update 
The 2025 budget has by and large been tracking on budget, 
with an asset base of $28.5M and liabilities of $567,650 as 
at 31 March 2025. A summary of the 2025 budget and first 
quarter income and expenditure is provided (see right). 

On the income side, Congregation contributions are gener-
ally expected to come in on budget. This figure is often low-
er earlier in the year as many congregations pay their con-
tribution in the last quarter. The District has contributed 
$137,545 to the various ministries of the District as ap-
proved by the Mission and Ministry team and DCC. 

The Finance Advisory Committee in implementing the Dis-
tricts Investment Strategy has not made any further chang-
es to the Districtôs investment mix. Currently approx. 
$10.5M is held in property, including the District office, Bish-
opôs manse, Warrambui and the Western Sydney church 
plant house. A further $11.6M is held in our investment 
portfolio. The investment portfolio had losses close to 
$400k on the back of a volatile market earlier this year, but 
the majority of that loss has since been recovered. These 
investments continue to fund ministry opportunities in the 
District. 

The current value of these financial investments as at 31 
March 2025 is broken down as follows: 

¶ Australian Ethical Investments Australian Shares Index 
Fund $3,808,455 

¶ Vanguard Australian Shares Index Fund $3,625,079.  

¶ Vanguard Global Value Equity fund $1,762,323. 

¶ Vanguard International Shares Select Exclusions Index 
Fund $2,432,695. 

Russell Veerhuis, District Administrator 

2025 NSW District Budget     

 
2025  
Budget 

2025  
Jan - Mar   

Revenue     

Congregations Contributions $128,900 $21,400   

Contributions from individuals $6,200 $665   

Turning Point Ministry $50,000 $18,000   

Frontier School of Mission $101,000 $1,390   

Other District revenue $79,704 $433   

Earmarked Grants and donations $26,000 $9,320   

Investment income $600,000 $85,541   

Total Income $991,804 $136,750   

 

   
 

Expenses     

LCA Budget $200,000 $50,000   

Employee benefits expense $512,338 $112,530   

TPM Camp expenses $50,000 $984   

Frontier expenses $101,336 $20,862   

Depreciation Expense $178,216 $47,179   

Other expenses $236,750 $79,603   

Mission and Ministry $588,253 $137,550   

Total Expenses $1,866,893 $448,708   

   
 

 

Net Profit/Loss -$875,089 -$311,958   

     

Supporting lay people  
licensed for Word and Sacrament 

To further support congregations where individuals are 
licensed for Word and Sacrament ministry, the NSW and 
ACT District plans to offer 1 day regional workshops, most 
likely on a Saturday. 

Workshop 1 ï Sacramental ministry 
Workshop 2 ï Word ministry 

These will be practical workshops with a mission empha-
sis, led by Rev Mark Worthing, Dean of Frontier School of 
Mission.  

Who should attend? 

¶ All people licensed for Word and Sacrament Ministry 
in NSW and ACT should undertake these workshops, 
equipping them to serve their congregations.   

¶ Anyone who has the support of their congregation  
who is likely to serve in Word and Sacrament Ministry 
in the future.   

The workshops are expected to cost $100 per person, 
which should be paid for by their congregation. Congrega-
tions under financial hardship are invited to apply for a 
scholarship to cover costs, available through the District.   

 

Details and workshop dates will soon be sent to congrega-
tions and those licensed for Word and Sacrament Ministry. 

Register your interest in attending these workshops by 
emailing Kaye at frontier@lca.org.au  

Frontier Intensives Semester 2, 2025:  

Creative Christian Writing  

2-6 June, at Warrambui  

Led by Dr Mark Worthing 

Shaping Mission Today  

8 online sessions on Thursday evenings  

7 August - 25 September 

Led by Dr Steen Olsen and Pr Mat von Stanke. 

Jesus and the Gospels  

6-10 October, Port Macquarie  

Led by Dr Mark Worthing 

Contact: Dr Mark Worthing 

mark.worthing@lca.org.au  

frontier@lca.org.au   02 8660 1200 

Frontier School of Mission  
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