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I have come to realise that at times I am 
not such a patient person.   

Just the other day, when I was at the traf-
fic light, the car in front of me took a little 
time to take off when the arrow turned 
green, and when it came to my turn it was 
red again. I was a little frustrated, thinking 
I am wasting time here, thinking I will be 
stuck here for eternity. However I glanced 
at the clock and only two minutes later I 
was off as the arrow had turned green 
again. 

Much of life, in fact, seems to encourage 
us to be impatient. Our homes are filled 
with devices to make things happen 
quicker, we expect takeaway food to be 
ready almost as soon as the eftpos ma-
chine has taken the money from our ac-
count. Where I live I can order something 
from Amazon online, and it is delivered 
that evening, so when the order takes a 
few days I can get a little impatient.    

So, what about you? Do you find yourself 
becoming impatient, or are you a patient 
person? 

When I open the Bible I am confronted 
with a simple fact, that patience is im-
portant for every Christian and the church, 
including ours. 

There are many examples where being 
patient has meant that something good 
has occurred. For instance, in Barcelona 
there is a famous church called Sagrada 
Familia. This church has been under con-
struction for around 140 years, and it is 
likely to be completed in 2026. Because 
of its story and notoriety each year over 
four million people visit Sagrada Familia, 
and many of them come to worship and 
praise God.    

This year we are commemorating 1700 
years since the First Ecumenical Council 
of 325AD where the foundations for the 
Nicene Creed were first laid. That First 
Ecumenical Council itself lasted ten 
weeks.  Imagine if we called a Synod that 
went for that long?      

However, it wasnôt until some 56 years 
later in 381AD that the form of the Nicene 
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Patience is a  

fruit of the spirit  

LCA NSW and ACT District is  
            by: 

¶ Supporting congregations and ministries in mission and ministry 

¶ Supporting congregations in transition 

¶ Developing and supporting alternative models for ministry 

¶ Planting and renewing congregations 

¶ Developing and supporting networking and connections  
between congregations and ministries 

¶ Developing and supporting leadership ñ through the Bishop 
leading leadership teams 

Patience is not 

giving up, but 

simply trusting 

Godôs timing 

and purpose 
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DISTRICT NEWS 
For your prayer 
and care 

 

Calls 

¶ Pr Mark Worthing has accepted 
the call to continue at Port Mac-
quarie and as Dean of Frontier 

¶ Pr Mark Simpfendorfer has ac-
cepted the calls to Springwood 
and St Marys 

¶ Pr Remo Ronkainen (Finland)
has accepted the call to South-
ern Cross Finnish congregation 
in Sydney. The current  Finnish 
pastor, Lassi Pappinen will con-
clude his ministry later this year 
and return to Finland with his 
family. 

Installations 

¶ Pr Mark Worthing was installed 
at Port Macquarie on 10 August 

¶ Pr Mark Simpfendorfer was  
installed at Springwood and  
St Marys on 31 August 

Approval for SMP  

¶ Bruce Flanagan has been  
approved for Ordination as a 
Specific Ministry Pastor serving 
Sutherland and Liverpool.  
Ordination and Installation date 
to be announced soon. 

Farewell 

¶ Dean Salzke was farewelled as 
Director of Warrambui in a ser-
vice at Woden on 3 August 

Death 

¶ Pr Marinus Hofman died on  
1 June 2025, aged 95. Pastor 
Marinus served Liverpool, 
Cabramatta and Wollongong  

Creed  which we know today was 
adopted. And it was another 126 
years (from 451AD) before  the Ni-
cene Creed became widely used and 
considered a statement about God for 
the whole church.    

In other words, it took 126 years of 
Bible study, reflection, discussion, 
debate, some arguments and pa-
tience before there was a common 
statement of faith about who God is 
and what he does. 

These examples of patience reveal 
that focussed patience is something 
God uses to produce something very 
helpful and good.   

But there is an even a more important 
reason. It is what Godôs Word, the 
Bible says about patience. 

In Galatians 5:22-23 we are reminded 
that one of the fruits of the Spirit is  
patience, sometimes translated as 
óforbearanceô.       

And in numerous passages we are 
encouraged to be patient with others. 
Ephesians 4:2 encourages us to be 
patient with others, by bearing with 
others in love, and Romans 12:12 
calls us to be joyful in hope, patient in 
affliction and faithful in prayer. 

But why focus on being patient? 

One of my early Christian mentors 
told me if it is mentioned in the Bible, 
especially in the letters to the early 
Christians, then it probably wasnôt 
naturally happening. So we could say 
it isnôt natural for us to be patient peo-
ple.    

Importantly, being patient is one of 
the characteristics of God.   

We often want to make decisions or 
want people to act a particular way 
now, or even better yesterday. Yet, 
frequently we see that God responds 
to people patiently, including when 
they are not responding in the way or 
as quickly as they possibly should.   

In other words, God is a patient God. 

In Nehemiah 9:30-31 we hear how 
God was patient with people who 
were paying no attention to him. Be-
cause of this they werenôt in a good 

place, yet God did not abandon them, 
he showed grace and mercy to them.   

And one of the significant passages 
about God being patient is found in 2 
Peter 3:8-9 

But do not forget this one thing, 
dear friends: With the Lord a day is 
like a thousand years, and a thou-
sand years are like a day.  The Lord 
is not slow in keeping his promise, 
as some understand slowness. In-
stead, he is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but eve-
ryone to come to repentance.  

This is the key reason for us to live 
our lives being patient. 

We show patience to others in order 
to help them discover and know that 
God is patient.    

Living the Faith with patience 

¶ Faith is a gift from God, so connect 
with God regularly and notice how 
patient he often is, especially with 
you.  Be nurtured by God, under-
standing his patience with you and 
others.    

¶ Allow the greatest commandment 
to live a life of loving God and lov-
ing others be your main emphasis, 
so that you focus on nurturing rela-
tionships. 

¶ Seek Godôs help for you to be pa-
tient and pray for patience.  Where 
you find it difficult to be patient with 
people, situations or even God 
himself, ask God to help you.      

¶ Be focussed on helping others to 
discover that God is a patient God, 
by reflecting His patience with 
them in how you go about life and 
relate to them and others. 

Patience is not giving up but simply 
trusting Godôs timing and purposes. 

Bishop Richard Schwedes 

From previous page 
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 LifeWay welcomes new co-lead Pastor Nich Kitchen 
Pastor Nich Kitchen was installed as co-lead pastor of Life-
Way, together with Pastor Mat von Stanke, on Sunday 1 
June, 2025. 

Coming to our district from New Zealand,  Nich has a back-
ground of working in a multi-ethnic context, and as a family 
therapist. He went to ALC aged 35, and felt called to bring-
ing the Gospel to people on the fringes of church, reaching 
out to those in the community who donôt always get thought 
of.  

For the past three years Nich has joined in regular online 
meetings with Pr Mark Schultz and the LifeWay team for 
sermon preparation. Nich received the call to LifeWay at the 
same time as two other calls. It took a lot of prayer right up 
to the last moment, before it became clear his calling was 
for LifeWay.  He would have to fill some pretty big shoes, 
taking over from Mark who served faithfully for 18 years. 

Nich is super extroverted, which makes team ministry a real 
calling over the typical sole pastor role. He feels this is his 
first call where his gifts really suit the ministry and future 
goals. He is also very musically minded and loves the song 
Yet not I but through Christ in me. He identifies with the 
idea of telling the Gospel in a way that resonates with the 
listener, even if it may not be in the same way for every-
one.  

One Bible story that really 
stands out for Nich is the 
woman at the well. Itôs a 
reminder that sometimes we 
have a picture of what our 
life is supposed to look like, 
but Jesus meets us where 
we are with compassion and 
mercy and shows us that 
thereôs more than we can 
imagine when it comes to 
the life Jesus gives. 

Nich is loving being a part of the NSW and ACT District. 
The districtôs focus on mission really resonates, and for the 
first time heôs so close to others involved in the same minis-
try that he feels more a part of the community, while also 
being able to go for a walk out bush! Heôs really looking for-
ward to working with the district and LifeWay to find ways to 
learn and grow together.  

Nich and Julie have three sons. Josiah is studying architec-
ture in Adelaide, Caleb is currently an intern at Warrambui, 
and their youngest Samuel moved with them to Sydney and 
is in Year 10. 

Nikki Spaans 

Julie and Pr Nich Kitchen 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church joyfully marks 100 years of 
worship, ministry, and community in Wagga Wagga. We 
honour a legacy shaped by Scripture and service ð from 
humble beginnings to todayôs worship and thriving Lutheran 
school. Whether youôve worshipped with us, served in lead-
ership, sent children to the school, or simply share in this 
story, youôre warmly invited to reconnect, rejoice, and give 
thanks. 

Join us as we celebrate ñA Century of Grace ð a past to 
cherish, a future to shape.ò on Sunday 26 October 2025. 

Lutheran worship in Wagga Wagga has stood firm, through 
every season of change, a living testimony to enduring faith, 
gracious fellowship, and shared purpose. Guided by Scrip-
ture and sustained by grace, Godôs people have journeyed 
together in worship, witness, and community. 

The roots were planted in the 1920s, when Pastor W.W. 
Fritsch of Milbrulongôs UELCA congregation held services in 
Wagga, forming St Paulôs Lutheran Church in 1925. Pastor 
M.J George of Hentyôs ELCA congregation soon nurtured 
what became Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in 1945. 
Though distinct, both communities shared a foundation in 

Scripture and service ð guided by rural pastors who trav-
elled widely to shepherd their flocks. 

Wagga later became a hub for Lutheran radio outreach 
through the local station 2WG ð sharing sermons and de-
votionals reaching many with the voice of faith. Listeners 
found connection and comfort in weekly broadcasts ð a 
voice of faith echoing through static and silence. 

In 1969, following years of growing unity, the two congrega-
tions joined under the newly formed LCA to become Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church. Since then, Bethlehem has em-
braced change in worship, leadership, and outreach while 
remaining anchored in grace. 

The founding of Lutheran School Wagga Wagga in 1982 
deepened our ministry, creating a vibrant Kï6 community 
where students ñLearn and Grow in Christ.ò More than 
classrooms, the school became a nurturing ground for faith, 
character, and lifelong learning 

Guided by our mission, ñThe disciples of God caring for the 
people of God,ò Bethlehem continues to nurture faith 
through worship, pastoral care, and its enduring partnership 
with the school. 

As we honour the past and embrace 
the promise ahead, may this cen-
tenary stir fresh faith, deepen com-
munity, and renew our shared com-
mitment to Godôs work ð in Wagga 
Wagga and beyond. 

A special service to celebrate will be 
held on the Sunday 26

 
October at 

2pm followed by afternoon tea. 

Pr David Cherry 

 100 years of Lutheran worship in Wagga Wagga 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church (left) began in 1945; Bethlehem Lutheran church today 
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 Strategic Directions Facilitator 

I have worked as a facilitator within 
the framework of the Working Togeth-
er in Mission of the NSW and ACT 
District for several years now.  My role 
as a facilitator has meant working with 
congregations of the District to help 
them understand their current place in 
the life cycle of congregations and to 
discern where God is leading them.  In 
other words, I am supporting them to 
articulate a vision for their mission and 
ministry.   

This year, I have been given approval to take a course in 
church consultancy with Dr Ian Duncum, a Baptist minis-
ter who has had long experience in providing a range of 
consultancies to many congregations from different de-
nominations.   

Ian defines church consultancy as óa process of working 
together with a church and its leadership aimed at serv-
ing and supporting the local church, with a view to im-
proving the health of congregations so that they have 
greater impact for the kingdom of Godô.  According to 
Ian, church health encompasses a number of metrics, 
including strong leadership and vision, deep relationships 
among members, active community outreach, vibrant 
worship, focused discipleship and education programs, 
an inclusive environment, effective communication, and a 
commitment to continuous improvement.  By nurturing 
these factors, churches can become vibrant communities 
with a strong outward, missional focus.   

Many factors, however, can affect the good health of a 
church.  St Paul was well aware of some of these when 
he wrote to the Corinthian Christians: 

For I fear that when I come, I may find you not as I 
wish, and that you may find me not as you wish; I fear 

that there may perhaps be 
quarrelling, jealousy, self-
ishness, slander, gossip, 
conceit and disorder. (2 
Cor 12:20) 

Other symptoms of ill-health 
include being inward-looking, 
failing to connect with neigh-
bourhoods and schisms that result in people leaving.   

The task of the church consultant, therefore, is to help 
congregations understand what might be blocking their 
path toward better church health and support them in 
their turnaround. While my job title is ófacilitatorô, the role 
of a church consultant fits within the ambit of my work.  It 
should be noted, however, that church consultancy is not 
only useful for dealing with difficult situations.  Healthy, 
growing congregations can also benefit from an external 
review every few years. 

So, if your congregation is experiencing stress of one 
kind or another, or wishes to have a ócheck-upô and sup-
port in defining its vision and direction, don't hesitate to 
get in touch with me.   

Finally, I must emphasise that church consultancy is not 
simply a secular change management process.  It rests 
on the redemptive work of Jesus Christ and the sanctify-
ing work of the Holy Spirit to set us apart to be Godôs dis-
ciples and exemplars of Godôs new Kingdom.  Along with 
other church ministries, church consultancy desires that 
our churches reflect the love of Jesus for all the world 
and live this out in their practice. 

Pastor Ian Rentsch, LCA NSW and ACT District  
Strategic Directions Facilitator 

Reference: Duncum, Ian G., 2019, The Impact of Church 
Consultancy, Wipf & Stock, Eugene, Oregon 

Pastor Ian 
Rentsch 

The one day regional workshops on Sacrament and 

Worship Leading are now taking enrolments.  

Led by Dr Mark Worthing, Dean of Frontier School of 

Mission, the workshops are aimed at potential candi-

dates and those already licensed for Word and  

Sacrament ministry in local congregations. Anyone 

interested in learning more about Holy Communion 

and worship leading is welcome to attend. 

To register email frontier@lca.org.au  

For enquiries and suggestions on 

future workshops, contact Dr Mark 

Worthing mark.worthing@lca.org.au 

Check out the Frontier website  

frontier.lca.org.au    

 

 

Sacrament and Worship Leading Workshop 

6 September, St Lukes Albury 

20 September, Holy Cross Belconnen  

25 October, LifeWay Epping  

15 November, St Paulôs Parkes  

All workshops led by Dr Mark Worthing 

 
Jesus and the Gospels Intensive 

6-10 October, Port Macquarie  

Led by Dr Mark Worthing 

 Frontier School of Mission  
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A wonderful group of nearly seventy women participated in 
Sisterhood 2025, exploring the theme óYou are a GIFTô. Our 
returning guest speaker, Pastor Maria Rudolph from St 
Johnôs Lutheran Church in Perth, led us through three ses-
sions, building an awareness of how God has purposefully 
shaped our lives, given us spiritual gifts and fills us with 
Godôs love so that we can grow and share the fruit of the 
Spirit with those around us. 

A message from Pastor Maria was printed on the retreat 
booklets: 

óYou are a gift. Your age right now, the place where you are 
living right now, the things that you are going through in 
your life right now, the people you are connected to in your 
life right now ï these things make you who you are. And 
you are a GIFT, as you are. You do not have to change in 
order to become a gift, you do not have to grow into a new 
person in order to become a gift, you are a gift AS YOU 
ARE.ô 

The retreat was filled with moments of connection and com-
munity, including campfire worship, reflection stations, craft 

activities and lots of laughter. We 
enjoyed Warrambuiôs hospitality, 
lovely sunny days, and inspiring 
worship. Women were encour-
aged, challenged, and given 
space to rest.  

With a great mix of regular and 
ófirst-timeô participants from 
across the NSW ACT District and 
beyond, we celebrated the diver-
sity of our experiences and gifts, 
and the unity that comes from our 
shared faith. It is a special bless-
ing to be able to ócome awayô 
from the demands of everyday life 
and gather in a safe community where each person is val-
ued and given the chance to grow in their walk with Jesus. 

Tanya Cunningham 

 TPM Sisterhood 2025: You are a Gift 

Guest speaker  

Pastor Maria Rudolph 

  

It is inspiring and amazing what happens when 80 blokes 
get together with each other and God. Better Blokes  took 
place on the Kingôs Birthday long weekend in June. Men 
from New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria, South Aus-
tralia and New Zealand gathered together for an encour-
aging and uplifting weekend. This is what men said they 
enjoyed most about the weekend: 

The blokes! The diversity of blokes from all sorts of back-
grounds and places and the great conversations and the 
God moments we shared together. 

The vulnerability, the praise and worship, the encourage-
ment and affirmation between men, the power of the Holy 
Spirit at work, the speakers. 

Fellowship - seems to be more meaningful to me each 
year as I get older! Male voice singing. Key leader ses-
sions. 

Being with blokes who know Jesus, sharing their struggles 
in life. 

This weekend was far better than what I expected. It 
helped me with the struggles I have with myself, others 
and God.  

Ahh I wasnôt going to come, but my wife booked me in and 
I am so glad she did! She knew I needed encouragement 
and time to focus on God with others. 

Our keynote speakers were Grant Norsworthy and Ste-
phen Fogarty.  

Grant shared with us his journey of life, struggles and wor-
ship. He lives in New Zealand where he worships with St 
Paulôs Upper Moutere Lutheran Church. He has lived in 
USA, working as a professional musician with the Paul 

Colman Trio and Sonic Flood, and currently mentoring 
worship musicians.  At one stage he had 80 blokes jump-
ing up and down singing.  

Stephen was humble, encouraging and inspiring as he 
helped us understand what biblical leadership looks like. 
Many blokes loved his down to earth approach, that 
helped showed us how to share the importance of being 
spiritually prepared and shaped as leaders wherever God 
has placed us.    

Many men comment on how important Better Blokes is to 
them, getting to mix with other men who are real, open 
and willing to share. In addition to our keynote speakers 
there was times of up lifting worship, good food, a variety 
of workshops, Shed Happens times, some free time and 
time for praying for and with others.   

A number of blokes are not only committing to return in 
2026, but also to invite their mates, and we would love you 
to join us at Warrambui next year. So set aside 5-8 June 
2026, and look out for the announcement of our keynote 
speakers for next year. 

Visit https://www.betterblokes.com/ for more information. 

Bishop Richard Schwedes  

    Better Blokes 2025 

Grant Norsworthy getting the blokes to sing 

https://www.betterblokes.com/
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Training in Recognising Godôs Voice 

Do you find it hard to pray and then stay in Godôs 
presence? A phone conversation doesnôt usually last 
very long if only one person is talking. The same can 
happen with our prayer/quiet time with God. If Iôve said 
all I want to say, and then donôt feel like God is speak-
ing back, Iôm often tempted to quickly hang up and 
move on with my day. 

But prayer is not meant to be a one-sided phone con-
versation. Prayer is meant to be an ongoing two-way 
conversation. So what is happening if Iôm not hearing 
back from God? How can I hear God more clearly? 

Jesus says, ñMy sheep listen to my voice; I know 
them, and they follow me.ò (John 10:27, NIV). God is 
always speaking to you. The challenge is, do we rec-
ognise his voice? Are we listening and responding? 

One day I was driving home and I suddenly thought I 
should go visit a particular person. Rather than listen-
ing to that prompt,  I decided to spend time with my 
family instead, and I would do the visit later. The next 
time I saw that person was in hospital, on their death 
bed.  

You probably know that God speaks to us through 
scripture. Did you also realise that the idea that just 
popped into your head while praying may also be from 
God? This is what Pastor Michael Dutschke will help 
us understand and discern at our next Mission and 
Ministry Conference in October. He will lay out the bib-
lical foundation and help us recognise some practical 
ways God speaks to us today - including through 
scripture. This is critical for all people involved in mis-
sion or ministry with Jesus to understand if they want 
to be effective in Godôs Kingdom. This includes dis-
cerning what to pray for our congregation, pastors, 
leaders and ministries of the District.  

Pastor Michael also has plenty of experience in pray-
er, intercession and warfare. So this year, instead of 
our usual District Prayer Gathering, we are encourag-
ing intercessors and others to come and spend some 
time with Pastor Michael to pray together and learn 
more about how we can discern Godôs guidance and 
promptings.  

Consider attending District Mission and Ministry Con-
ference at Warrambui on October 20-22. Go to the 
District website nswact.lca.org.au, click through the 
Events tabs for more details and to register. We are 
also holding two separate District Prayer times online 
ï see separate article. 

Pastor Darren Kupke ï District Prayer Cultivator 

 Cultivating Prayer in NSW and ACT 

A Call to Pray for our District 

This year we are gathering for some District  
Prayer times online. Beginning with a short devo-
tional time, the District Bishop will then update us 
on various situations around the NSW and ACT 
District, and NZ District. We will then spend some 
time praying into those situations.  

This will take place on Tuesdays 16th September 
and 28th October, 7:00pm - 8:15pm  

To register for the these online District Prayer 
times, email kaye.simpfendorfer@lca.org.au 

In the meantime please continue to pray for: 

¶ District Bishop visiting Lutheran Church of New 
Zealand (LCNZ) 23 September - 17 October 

¶General Pastors Conference online 15 October 

¶General Synod online 18 October 

¶Mission and Ministry Conference 20-22 October  
(our prayer intercessors are encouraged to at-
tend).  

Pastor Darren Kupke ï District Prayer Cultivator 
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After many months delay, the congregation of St Pe-
terôs Port Macquarie rejoiced at the completion of their 
recent building project. Since the arrival of Pastor 
Mark Worthing three years ago, the congregation has 
seen growth in attendance and activities. The outdoor 
space at the rear of the church was used for all kinds 
of events, and it was decided that expanding this area 
would be a beneficial and cost-effective solution. 

Galatians 6:9 says ñLet us not become weary in doing 
good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if 
we do not give up.ò That pretty much sums up the 
journey over the last 12 months.   

After receiving the blessed news of funding support 
from LLL Mission Outreach Grant and the approval of 
the application from the local council we proceeded 
with the build, all the while not realising we had 
missed one minor step. This put everything on hold as 
we engaged engineers and jumped through more 
hoops.  After meetings with the local council, many 
reports and fervent prayer, building recommenced 
some months later. Patience and prayer were para-
mount as we sojourned together.  

It was a joyous day in the congregation when we were 
able to gather once more undercover at the back of 

the church. The new verandah renovation has more 
than doubled in size what we previously had, provid-
ing ample space to gather. Where we used to run into 
each other, we now move with ease as we fellowship 
together. The lighting makes it bright and welcoming 
in the evening. We foresee overflow into this area on 
special occasions in the future and as God provides 
growth to which we will be equipped to cater for.   

The new space has brought with it a sense of excite-
ment and injection of life into the congregation.  Sun-
days now resonate with the hum of chatter and laugh-
ter as we fellowship together sharing the joy of the 
Holy Spirit. 

We celebrated the official opening on 10 August 2025, 
where we welcomed Bishop Richard Schwedes, and a 
representative from the LLL. St Peterôs Lutheran 
Church would like to extend our sincere thanks to LLL 
for the support through the Mission Outreach Grant 
which has allowed us the funds to complete this won-
derful space which not only brings us together but al-
lows for flexibility as we grow and share the good 
news that is salvation through Jesus Christ.   

May God continue to bestow His blessing upon us all. 

Garth Schultz, St Peterôs Lutheran Church 

 Port Macquarie completes covered outdoor area  

LCA NSWACT Mission and Ministry Conference  
for Pastors, Lay Workers, Congregational Leaders and Mission minded people  

20-22 October 2025  

Warrambui Retreat and Conference Centre  
 

Keynote speaker:   Pastor Michael Dutschke  

Pastor of Good Shepherd Para Vista, Michael Dutschke will 

lay out the biblical foundation and help us recognise some 

practical ways God speaks to us today, including through 

scripture.  

To register visit:  https://nswact.lca.org.au/

events/conferences -events/   

For more information contact Pastor John Borchert 0419 291 820  

 

Bishop Richard Schwedes led the blessing of the new covered area at St Peters Port Macquarie 

https://nswact.lca.org.au/events/conferences-events/
https://nswact.lca.org.au/events/conferences-events/


8  |  NSW Contact 

Being Lutheran means we do good for others  
because of faith 

Since the Reformation in 1517 there has at times been 
confusion about the place of doing good works for oth-
ers. Partly this arises because of the clear biblical 
statement that the Reformation highlighted, that we 
are saved by faith in Jesus alone, as revealed in 
Ephesians 2:8-9 For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God not by works, so that no one can 
boast.  

Occasionally people will deduce that this means as 
Lutheran Christians we donôt have to do good works, 
or even we should avoid doing good works in case we 
begin to rely on those good works to earn favours from 
God.     

However, avoiding good works is neither biblical nor 
consistent with the Lutheran understanding of faith. 
Remember Jesusô comments about how we should 
live: óLove the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mindô. This is the 
first and greatest commandment. And the second is 
like it: óLove your neighbour as yourself.ô (Matthew 
22:37-38), and ñA new command I give you: Love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another.  By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.ò (John 13:34-35) 

Rather, the Reformation helped people see that the 
purpose of anything good we do cannot and therefore 
is not about earning our salvation or any favours from 
God, but rather that because of Godôs great work of 
saving us through Jesus, we live not to earn Godôs 
grace but to share Godôs grace and love to others. 
In the Freedom of the Christian, Martin Luther ex-
presses it this way: ñOur faith in Christ does not free 
us from works but rather from the foolish view that 
works result in our justification.ò    

Consider how this affects us today: 

¶ Constantly rely on Jesus for salvation and live a life 
of loving God and others.  

¶ If you are struggling with doubt or whether you have 
done enough, rely on the promise of God that His 
grace is sufficient for you (see 2 Corinthians 12:9) 

¶ As you mix with people and hear their stories, look 
for ways that you can love and help them, so they 
experience Jesus through you.  Pray about how 
God is calling you to respond to their situation and 
ask His help to do good.   

Being Lutheran is not just an idea - it involves  
doing good for others because of faith and to 
share faith. 

Bishop Richard Schwedes 

Walk my Way - Sydney  

Saturday 1 November 2025  
Join us for a spectacular walk around Sydney Harbour as 

we step out to help children step up!   

Funds raised through this event will support vulnerable 

children impacted by poverty and war in Somalia, South 

Sudan, Kenya, Burundi, Bangladesh, Nepal and Ukraine. 

Just $25 can change the future for a vulnerable child.  

Register at https://sydney.walkmyway.org.au/   

Your ticket price includes your participation on the scenic  

10km walking route. Youõll receive a walker number and 

a special Walk My Way t ðshirt at the event check ðin. 

Begins at St Pauls Lutheran Church 3 Stanley St Darlinghurst   

Gather from 9am onwards  

10.15am Welcome, Safety briefing and group photo  

10.30am Walk begins  

1pm Walk concludes with lunch  

 Being Lutheran 

 

https://sydney.walkmyway.org.au/
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  District Church Council news 

continued next page 

Supporting Congregations and  
Ministries in Mission and Ministry 

Jindera Congregation subdivision pro-
ject 

The District Church Council together with the LLL 
have been working together with Jindera Congrega-
tion over the past two to three years as they look at 
the possibility of a subdivision development in Jindera 
with excess land they have. As the project has be-
come more refined, the DCC have heard updates and 
given in principle support for the project as it continues 
to develop. The priority for the DCC is how any pro-
ceeds from the project will be used to support ministry 
both locally in Jindera and across the Riverina.  

Frontier School of Mission ï Dr Mark 
Worthing 

The District Church Council heard how Frontier School 
of Mission have broadened their courses to provide 
Word and Sacrament training to the many individuals 
serving in our Churches. This training which will be 
provided in regional centers, will help equip those 
serving in this essential ministry to be both confident 
and competent in the ministry they provide. Further 
the DCC affirmed their support for the Frontier School 
of Mission and the training it provides within the Dis-
trict by extending their support for a further three years 
through grants from the James Haak Memorial Fund 
and District Support up to $50,000 per year. 

As part of the DCC meeting and after working with the 
Port Macquarie congregation, the District issued a call 
to Rev Dr Mark Worthing as Dean of Frontier School 
of Mission for up to 50% of a full-time call, with Port 
Macquarie issuing the remaining 50% of a full-time 
call. 

Communications 

Nikki is continuing to grow in her Communications role 
within the District. Nikki has been providing ongoing 
support to many congregations that are struggling to 
keep up with the management of their website. If Nikki 
can help you in this, please let her know, email nik-
ki.spanns@lca.org.au . 

Constitutions 

The DCC approved the new constitutions of Gil-
gandra, St Marys and Forbes congregations as well as 
Gilgandra-Dubbo and Central West parish. These con-
stitutional updates are required to ensure our LCA 
congregations remain compliant with the latest legal 
requirements pertaining to not-for-profit entities. The 
District Administrator has sent updated models to all 
congregations and parishes and is ready and willing to 
assist to help make the update process as simple as 
possible. 

Alternative Models  
of ministry that best 
serve the District 

Salt Bush ministry 
model 

Pastor Ian Rentsch, the NSW and ACT District Mis-
sion Facilitator has been working with the Central 
West parish made up of Orange, Forbes and Parkes, 
and they have been looking at what is the best model 
to support ministry in the Central West. One option 
they have been looking at is the Salt Bush model used 
by the Uniting Church where several congregations 
(maybe four to eight) share a pastor. The pastorôs role 
would change to using technology to share a sermon 
with all the congregations each week. The use of tech-
nology could then be utilised to do Bible studies 
across several congregations. Visiting could then hap-
pen on a more strategic regional approach. The DCC 
is supportive of the continual evaluation and develop-
ment of this approach as we look at how best to serve 
the vast variety of congregations in ministry across the 
District. 

Bass Hill manse acquisition 

The DCC has been working with the Bass Hill Sydney 
Finish Lutheran Church to support their ministry. An 
agreement made with the DCC back in 2018 was that 
the Finnish Church could sell a set percentage of their 
manse to the District to release funds to support Finn-
ish ministry in the short to medium term through the 
leveraging of their assets. As such, the Finnish Church 
has requested the District purchase a further 6% of 
their manse bringing total ownership up to 21%. 

Planting and Renewing Congregations 

Southern Riverina Church Plant 

The DCC has heard how the Jindera Church Plant has 
been expanding to include a regional Youth Group 
and Confirmation classes in the Southern Riverina. 
Peter Reed the Church Plant leader shared with the 
DCC the many happenings as part of the Church 
Plant, including bonfires, board games nights, monthly 
worship, Bible studies and a range of other activities. 
The DCC were excited to extend the support for the 
Southern Riverina Church Plant for a further 3 years to 
the value of $323,000. 

District Leadership  

Finance 

The District Church Council reviewed the 2024 Audit 
and approved it for signing. The 2024 Audit had an 
operating surplus of $167,747, and a comprehensive 
surplus of $785,315 after investment revaluations. The 
District balance sheet stands at $28,508,801 with as-
sets of $29M and liabilities of $572K. 
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Book-keeping trial 

The District Office has been looking at the idea of 
providing book-keeping to struggling congregations to 
assist in the often tedious and compliance rich area. 
The District Church Council has given approval to the 
District Office to start a trial of this service with a cou-
ple of congregations. If it is successful, we hope to be 
able to roll out this service to be able to support other 
congregations. The FAC and DCC were adamant that 
any such support to congregations should be provided 
free of charge as the District continues to do all it can 
to support those on the ministry front line. 

Investments 

The District Church Council in consultation with the 
FAC are looking at ways to broaden our investment 
mix, including investing in a range of other investment 
instruments. As such the Investment team have ap-
proved the acquisition of $1M worth of Perpetual Equi-
ty Investment Company Ltd shares. This will assist in 
keeping a broad portfolio that provides income for 
supporting the ministry of the Church. 

Governance of Specific Ministries 

Lutheran Aged Care Albury 

One of the blessings of the latest DCC meeting was 
that on the Friday the DCC we met at Lutheran Aged 
Care Albury, and had the opportunity to tour their new 
$25M development. There were lots of impressed fac-
es as the DCC got an advanced look inside the new 
development which includes a new entrance, social 

spaces, a kitchen and additional rooms for Dellacourt. 
We look forward to its grand opening later this year. 
Wendy Rocks shared with the DCC the challenges of 
the new Aged Care Act as well as the many reforms it 
brings and the existing standards it strengthens. Wen-
dy also shared about her attendance at the LCA Aged 
care Forum held in Sydney that was opened by Bish-
op Richard and attended by Russell Veerhuis. Wendy 
and her team were congratulated by the DCC for the 
hard work they have done and continue to do in this 
challenging environment for Aged Care, all of this 
whilst maintaining excellent standards throughout the 
facility. 

Warrambui Retreat and Conference 
Centre 

Board Chair Neal Mason reported to the DCC on the 
latest updates from Warrambui. Bernd Hahnert has 
now been appointed as Centre Director. Warrambui 
Board members have met with FAC members to dis-
cuss finances.  

There have been some improvements in bookings for 
the current calendar year due to engagement with a 
company specializing in online bookings. 

Whilst Warrambui continues to work on improving 
bookings in the post Covid environment they indicated 
that they did not believe the cost-of-living crisis had 
affected their bookings. The DCC is continuing to work 
with Warrambui to ensure this ministry is able to get 
back on track and into a cashflow positive position. 

Russell Veerhuis, on behalf of District Church Council 

The Lutheran Church of Australia and 
New Zealand has launched a new 
Safe Church Service Desk to stream-
line and improve support for all Safe 
Church inquiries. 

You can now contact the Safe Church 
Service Desk through any of the fol-
lowing methods: 

Website: www.lca.org.au/service 

Phone: 1800 418 588 

Email: safechurch@lca.org.au 

The new Safe Church Service Desk is 
your primary point of contact for any 
questions about the Child Safety 
Standards, Safe Church training, 
background screening checks and 
day-to-day safety management. 

 

 

 

REPORTING ABUSE OPTIONS 

If you wish to report abuse or risk of 
harm, or you wish to make a formal 
complaint, the contact details remain 
as follows: 

Phone 
1800 644 628 (Australia) 
0800 356 887 (New Zealand) 

Email 
complaints@lca.org.au 

Post 
PO Box 519, Marden SA 5070 Aus-
tralia 

Mobile (phone text message only) 
+61 (0) 438 320 218 

We encourage everyone to use the 
new Safe Church Service Desk for all 
Safe Church inquiries while continu-
ing to use the established channels 
for complaints, reports of abuse and 
risk of harm. 

New LCA Safe Church Service Desk now available for enquiries 
18 June 2025 

https://www.lca.org.au/service/
mailto:safechurch@lca.org.au
mailto:complaints@lca.org.au
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